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Learning and Teaching Mathematics in a Postmodern World:
The Role of Mathematics in the Social, Political and Democratic Arenas

Ziad Nemrawi *

ABSTRACT

This study examined the learning and teaching of mathematics within the framework of
postmodernism. Furthermore, it explored the effect of postmodernism in implementing mathematics at
the social, political and democratic levels. The study sample consisted of 20 specialists in mathematics
education and the Delphyi technique was utilized in the research process. The study reached the
following conclusions: There was a significant shift from the behavioral mode of teaching to the
collaborative approach in the development of math textbooks and curricula whereby mathematics
learning became a social process. In addition, the teacher was no longer an authority figure but rather a
cooperative participant in the learning process. The study also revealed the importance of
implementing mathematics in the various social, cultural and democratic spheres. This research
emphasizes the need to alter teaching strategies in accordance with postmodern thinking. Such a shift

in teaching methodology will have a positive impact on the overall development of math education.
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