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Factors Underlie Causal Attribution of Success and Failure and its Relationship to
Academic Self-Motivation among a Sample of Jordanian University Students

Thaer Ahmad Ghbari*

ABSTRACT

This study aimed at detecting the factors underlie the causal attribution of success and failure among
university students, and how they relate to academic self-motivation. The sample consisted of 448
students selected randomly by cluster method from two universities, one is public and the other is
private, they were selected from the compulsory and optional university courses. To achieve the goals
of the study, the descriptive correlational method was used. Two scales were used: The Factors
Underlie the Causal Attribution scale and the Academic Self-Motivation scale, and the psychometric
properties were extracted to be assured that they were fit to the goals of the study. The results showed
that the level of the social norms dimension of environmental factors was high as an influential factor
underlies the causal attribution, the feedback dimension was moderate, and the dimension of the
specific information about the task was low. With regard to personal factors, causal schemas were
high, the prior knowledge dimension was moderate, and attributional bias dimension was low. The
results also showed that there were significant differences in the dimensions of social norms and causal
schemas due to the gender variable in favor of females, and there is a difference in the attributional bias
due to the variable of university kind in favor of private universities. Regarding academic self-
motivation, the dimensions of perseverance during the university work and enjoying the work of
university were high, while the focus on the university work was moderate. Finally, the factors underlie
the causal attribution explained 59.9% of self-motivation and academic.
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