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Constructing a Program Based on Pivotal Response Treatment (PRT) and Its
Effectivenessin Improving Communication Skillsand Social | nteraction among
Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder in Saudi Arabia Kingdom

Hamdallah Alrwaili, I brahim El-Zraigat*

ABSTRACT

The objective of the study was to investigate the efficacy of a program based on pivotal response
teaching (PRT) in improving communication skills and social interaction among children with Autism
Spectrum Disorder in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. To achieve the objective of the study, a purposeful
sample consisting of (30) children was selected from Riyadh city. The sample of the study was
assigned randomly into two groups, experimental and control (15) students each. A scale of
communication skills and a scale of social interaction as well as a program based on pivotal response
teaching (PRT) were used. The training program was administrated. The results of the study indicated
significant differences between the means of performance of children with autistic spectrum disorders
in the communication and social interaction levels in favor of experimental group. The study
recommended to adopt the program which based on pivotal response teaching (PRT) and involve other
variables.

Keywords: Communication Skills, Social Interaction, Autism Spectrum Disorder, Pivotal Response

Treatment.
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