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Practicing Democratic Principles by Jordanian Universities Degr ee of
Faculty Membersfrom Their Students Per spective and the Role of Universitiesin
Enhancing Demaocr atic Practices

Saleh Al-Sharafat*

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to explore the practice of democratic principles by Jordanian university faculty
members from their students’ perspective and the role of universities in enhancing democratic
practices. The sudy sample was (451) male and female Bachelor degree students from four Jordanian
Universities. The study conducted during the first semester of the academic year (2015-2016). In order
to achieve the objectives of the study two questionnaires were developed. The first questionnaire
consisted of (40) items distributed over four dimensions. The second one consisted of (22) items
distributed over two domains. The study concluded that the mean score for the degree of practicing
democratic principles was (1.68), and this indicated moderate degree of practicing. No statistically
significant difference due to students' gender, students' place of residence and students' cumulative
average were found. The results also showed that there were statistically significant differences
attributed to student gender in freedom domain in favor of male students and in justice and equality
domain in favor of students who live in the city and in teaching subject domain in favor of very good
and distinction. The results also indicated that there was a positive moderate correlation between two
questionnaires’ domains and between the two questionnaires as a whole. In light of these findings, a

number of recommendations were provided.
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