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The Self Concept of Kindergarten Children in Jordan : A Comparative Study
Between Normal and Modren systems

Aseel Ghazi Al-jbour , Tagreed Fathi Abu Taleb*

ABSTRACT

The main purpose of this study was to examine the differences in the self-concept of Jordanian
kindergarten children attending two different education programs.: Normal and modern. The sample
consisted of 202 children randomly selected from the Sahab and Moagar areas in the capital city of
Amman. Four of the kindergartens applied Normal methods of teaching (private-sector) while the
remaining four applied modern methods (public-sector). To achieve the study’s objectives, the
researcher administered the “Purdue Self-Concept Scale for Preschool Children” originally developed
by Cicirelli (1974). This scale which was administered individually with each child, consists of 40
pictorial items distributed into three self-concept categories: physical, social, and personal). The
findings of this study revealed the overall self-concept level was high for all sampled children.
Statistically significant differences were found between the self-concepts of children attending the two
programs in favor of the modern, public-sector. Also significant were gender differences favoring
females on the social self-concept category. Further analysis showed no significant differences between
gender and the type of education program (traditional, modern).

Several recommendation were made and chief among them was a call for kindergarten programs to
adopt a developmentally appropriate program that promotes learning in general and children’s self-
concept in specific.

Keyword: Kindergarten ,Child Self-Concept , Educational Programs , Modern Program , Traditional
Program.
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