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Perceptions of Secondary School Students
Of the Safe Classroom Environment and its Relation to With Their Achievement Goals

Rifa R. Zoubi *

ABSTRACT

The main purpose of this study is to investigate the relationship between secondary students’
perceptions of their classroom environment and the achievement goals they adopt. The sample of the
study consisted of 447 (202 females, 245 males) first secondary students of the information technology
and scientific branches, attending non-mixed schools in Amman. Two scales were used: "The Safe
Classroom Environment Scale", developed by Assaf (2010) to assess students’ perceptions of
classroom environment and "The Achievement Goal Scale” developed by Elliot and McGregor (2001)
to assess the students' achievement goals. The main results of the study showed that the students
evaluate their classroom environment to be below average according to the criteria on used to classify
the students' response. The analysis revealed no significant differences in the students’ perception of
their classroom environment according to gender or academic branch, while the adoption of the
achievement goals showed significant differences in adoption of approach goals in favor of female
students. The results also showed that the students’ perception of their classroom environment did not
contribute to explaining the variance in students’ adoption of achievement goals due to very low
correlations. The researcher suggests that further research is recommended, to investigate the
relationships, using new and different scales for assessing classroom environment..
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