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The Degree of Enhancing the Relationship with Local
Community Organizations by Academic Leaders at North Jordan Universities

Raeda Salem Al-Khresha, Mohammad Ali Ashoor *

ABSTRACT

This study aimed at identifying the degree to which academic leaders at universities in northern Jordan
practice their role to boost ties with local community institutions. It also aimed at identifying the
arithmetic mean of the study sample according to gender, academic rank, faculty and university
variables. To achieve the goals of the study, a questionnaire comprising (53) paragraphs was
developed, covering five fields; scientific research, teaching, continuous learning, technology transfer
and innovation, and community partnership. The study population comprised (1942) faculty members
at universities located in the northern part of Jordan, namely: Yarmouk University, Jordan University
of Science and Technology, and Al Al-Bayt University. A random sample of (271) faculty members
was selected. The study found that the degree to which academic leaderships in universities in northern
Jordan practice their role to boost ties with local community institutions was moderate across all fields.
Social partnership ranked first, followed by teaching, scientific research, continuous learning and
finally technology transfer and innovation. The results showed statistically significant differences
across all fields according to gender in favor of males, except for the scientific research factor. The
study recommended incorporating community service as one of the criteria to evaluate and promote
academic leaderships both in academic and administrative domains. It also recommended female

leaderships at universities to activate their roles in boosting ties with local community institutions.

Keywords: Academic leaders, universities, community organizations, Jordan.
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