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The Phenomenon of Multiplicity of Arabic Equivalents of Foreign terms in Library and
Information Science: an Applied Study of the Terms "Open Access" and "Information
Literacy"

Younis Ahmad Ismail Al Shawabkeh*

ABSTRACT

This study aims to shed light on the phenomenon of the multiplicity of Arabic equivalent of foreign
terms in the Arab intellectual production published in library and information science with application
of the terms "open access" and "information literacy". The study includes an analysis of the causes of
this phenomenon in general, and in these two terms in particular, as well as the different equivalents of
each in addition to the weight of each term in the published Arab intellectual production. The study
analyzed the findings of two relevant previous studies, the content of three Arabic databases and the

issues of bibliography of Arab intellectual production in the field of Library and Information science
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(1997-2015). Findings indicate that the most common Arab equivalent for the term "open access" in
Arabic is "Al wusul al hur lilma'lumat". For information literacy, there were two common Arab

equivalents: "Alawa'y al ma'lumati and al thaqafah al ma'lumatiyyah.

Keywords: Information Literacy; Open access; Arabic terms; foreign terms; Library & Information

Science.
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