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The Beliefs of Student- Teachersand In-Service Early Childhood Teachers of
Developmentally Appropriate Practice

Ramz Fathi Haroun*

ABSTRACT

The study aimed at investigating student-teachers’ and in-service early childhood teachers’ beliefs about
Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP). The sample of the study consisted of (28) student teachers
from two Jordanian universities, and (80 inservice KG teachers) worked at (13 public KGs, 9 private kGs)
in Amman during the 2017-2018 academic year.

A self-completed questionnaire was developed and implemented to collect data of the study. Results
showed that student-teachers reported high degree of agreement with all beliefs about DAP. Results also
showed that in-service teachers agreed strongly with 12 beliefs about DAP. There were statistically
significant differences at (a < 0.05) in the mean scores of student-teachers' and in-service teachers beliefs
about DAP on 10 beliefs, and in favor of student teachers. The researcher suggested recommendations for

teacher education programs and for inservice training programs.

Keywords: Beliefs, Student- teachers, Kindergarten teachers, Developmentaly Appropriate Practice.
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