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Characteristics of Grading Systems in the Top Ten
Universities According to International Universities Ranking

Ferial Abu-Awwad, Jihad Al-Anati *

ABSTRACT

The present study aimed to analyzing the grading systems in the top ten universities within the rankings for Quality
(Shanghai Ranking 2015). Necessary data were collected about grading systems in the top ten universities, analysis
based on specific criteria was applied according to: type of grading system, number of categories, components of
the total score; descriptive estimates of GPA, the references used to interpret the marks; assessment strategies and
tools, and the percentages of students receiving marks in each category. The results indicated the following:

The most grading system used in universities is the letter one, except the University of Oxford used percentile
system.

The number of categories in grading system ranged between 8 and 13 categories, where it was noted the (12)
categories was used in three universities, while (8) categories used in some of them, and (13) categories at the
California Institute of Technology, University of Oxford used (6) categories.

Lack of identification allocated to the examinations and authentic assessment tools in these universities.
Absence of special estimates of GPA, but it is calculated by the arithmetic average of all subjects learned by
the student, including subjects that he failed in, and the rates ranged between 0 and 4. Other universities have
a clear definition of the limits of categories that take different estimates.

Criterion reference framework was used for interpretation in the majority of universities, especially in
undergraduate programs, a teacher based in estimating marks on mastery level, and standard reference in
graduate programs.

There is a concentration on the real authentic evaluation and tests of learning outcomes with a focus on
performance, activities and tasks. Evaluation systems also emphasizes that students assess the quantity and
quality of the data depends. Varied forms of exams were used: short exams, quarterly and half exams, home
electronic examinations and tests.
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