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Demographic Transition's Stages and their Relation to Economic and Social
Development in Jordan

Ahmad Al-Khawaldeh*

ABSTRACT

This research aims to follow up the demographic change and transformational stages in the Jordanian
society, construct practical models for the epidemic and demographic transitional stages, identify the
characteristics of each stage during the period extending from 1900 to 2015. An analytical descriptive
and deduction methodology were used in this study to achieve the target aims. The results revealed that
Jordan had witnessed three demographic transitional stages. Jordan passed through the first stage which
extends from the Ottoman regime up to the end of the Second World War in 1945. This stage was
distinguished by a high rise in fertility and mortality rates besides a decline in life expectancy, i.e. 47
years approximately. Jordan transferred to the second demographic stage which extends from the end of
the Second World War up to the end of the eighties in the Twentieth Century. This stage was
characterized by a social rise, economic revival and comprehensive development. Fertility levels were
approximately stable during this stage though they decreased gradually afterwards. Moreover, the
mortality levels decreased considerably. Jordan transferred to the third demographic transition stage
which extends from the beginnings of nineties till up-to-date. In this stage, Jordan has achieved a
considerable development and revival in all aspects of life. This stage coincided with the population
opportunity phenomena. The study concludes with some recommendations.

Keywords: Demographic Transition, Demographic Opportunity.
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