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Spatial Variation of Population Growth
Rates in Jordan for the Period 1994 — 2004

Mahmoud Abdullah Al-Habees, Jamal Alnsour, Ashraf Alnsour *

ABSTRACT

This study aims to determine the differences in population growth rates and the variation of spatial
distribution of population growth rates during 1994-2004 in Jordanian Governorates. The study was used
Census of 1994 and 2004 which undertaken by the Department of Statistics, to achieve its objectives.
Findings revealed that there is a considerable variation among Jordanian Governorates in population growth
rate, since Mafraq has the highest average of population growth and Tafila has the lowest average. There are
a set of factors that played an important role in the phenomenon of spatial variation of population growth
rates including social-economic, demographic and political transformations. As a result, urban growth is
characterized by polarizing in some Jordanian cities; this should be discontinued without guidance. Such a
growth can lead to enlarge social-economic, physical and technical gaps among Jordanian cities. This can
ensure social-economic benefits of all regions, and ensure redistribution of population appropriately.
However, this needs to set social-economic, environmental, and physical indicators to determine the

maximum limit of the first city in the state.
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