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Hasan Hamid’s The city of God : A study in Jerusalem’s about Transformative Identity

Alia Mahmoud Yacoub Saleh *

ABSTRACT

Hasan Hamid’s novel The city of God tells us about the elements of identity of Jerusalem under the
occupation. A significant identity that is multiple and miscellaneous religiously, socially and
architecturally. The occupier works on changing this identity with another i.e. the identity of the
occupier by many ways: militarizing the place, imposing a siege and restrictions on the people and
changing the function of the architectural structures. This eradication of identity of the place is seen
in the atmosphere, the houses, the camp, the prison, the village, the settlement, the church and the
mosque. Each identity of place is faced with a threat: the houses are threatened by demolishing or
occupation. The calm social life is threatened by militarizing and the militants, whereas the identity
of the architecture is destroyed and hidden for mosques and churches are transformed into stables,
bars, cabarets and restaurants. The Arab villages are destroyed and replaced with settlements. A
new identity is introduced i.e. the camps. A descriptive analytical approach is adopted in this study.

Keywords: place; identity; The City of God; Hasan Hamid.
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