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Andalusian Narration of Pre-Islamic (Al-Jahili) Poetry and its Resources

Jamal Ali Mahmoud Ghidan*

ABSTRACT

Since Pre-Islamic (Al-Jahili) era, narrators have been meticulous enough to narrate Al-Jahili
poetry, generation after generation; poetry narrators took the cue from Arabs liveing in eastern
part of the Arab World using parchments, learning from authoritative sheikhs and from narrators
belonging to different schools of language, and also learning form coming generations of
narrators of poetry and its resources by oral narration, reading and dictation, then narrating from
eloquent bedouins and using manuscripts. Many of men of letters and autobiography writers in
Andalusia, particularly index compilers, lexicographers and authoritative sheikhs argue that
Andalusian narration of al-Jahili poetry is characterised by multiplicity, richness and different
ways of narration. These indexes are considered significant and reliable resources, characterised
by high quality Isnad (uninterrupted chain of authorities on which a tradition is based) and much
care for concise Isnad and exactness of narrators. Moreover, these indexes are bountiful of
mentioning the sources of al-Jahili poetry and the methodology pursued for learning and narrating
it in terms of giving a pass in mastering poetry, hand-to-hand method, listening and reading and
other methods predominant in different Andalusian ages.
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