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Syrian-Lebanese Relations: A Corpus-based Critical Discourse Analysis
of Bashar Al-Assad’s Speeches and Interviews
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ABSTRACT

This paper contributes to the recent body of work which combines Critical Discourse Analysis with the
methodological framework of Corpus Linguistics to analyse Syria’s relations with other countries, in particular
Lebanon, in the Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad’s speeches and interviews from July 2000 when Al-Assad
came to power to December 2016. It shows how this combination of approaches can play an important role in
demonstrating how Al-Assad makes use of language to affect the text receivers’ points of view. Following
Wodak (2009) Discourse Historical Approach (DHA), the researcher divided the data, which is in Arabic, into
two main corpora, based on the historical background of Syrian-Lebanese relations, covering the periods (i)
2000-2010, characterised by the presence of Syrian troops in Lebanon (2000-2004) and their subsequent
withdrawal (2005-2010), and (ii) 2011-2016, characterised by the Syrian uprisings which have begun in 2011.
The analysis reveals that Lebanon is portrayed as a subordinate state and that the Syrian regime intervenes in
the Lebanese internal affairs, even though Al-Assad has frequently denied such a claim.

Keywords: Bashar Al-Assad, Corpus Linguistics, Critical Discourse Analysis, Lebanon,
Presidential Speeches, Syria, the Arab Spring.

1. Introduction

Syria, officially the Syrian Arab Republic, known in Arabic as Al-Sham (the Levant), is located in Western Asia on
the eastern coast of the Mediterranean Sea. It borders Turkey to the north, Jordan to the south, Occupied Palestine (Israel)
to the southwest, Iraq to the east, and Lebanon and the Mediterranean Sea to the west. The Syrian regime is a Republican
presidential system, and the current Syrian President is Bashar al-Assad, who was elected in July 2000 and then re-
elected in 2007 and 2014. In this paper, the researcher combines aspects of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) with some
of the methodologies typical of Corpus Linguistics (CL) to investigate the way that Lebanon is discursively constructed
in Bashar Al-Assad’s speeches and interviews between 2000 and 2016.

Different scholars have conducted several studies on presidential speeches (see Abu Hatab, 2013; Alemi, Tajeddin,
& Rajabi Kondlaji, 2018; Lirola, 2017; Liu & Lei, 2018). For example, Abu Hatab (2013) investigated the speeches of
four Arab Spring countries’ president, and examined the styles they followed in order to establish new identities after the
outbreak of protests in Tunisia, Yemen, Egypt and Libya. Abu Hatab found that the presidents changed their styles and
created new identities to gain public support.

Most of the previous studies used a relatively small amount of data, and examined a limited number of speeches.
Therefore, one of the research gaps that this study fills is analyzing a large number of speeches, and working on a large
amount of data to examine the discursive strategies Al-Assad follows to talk about other countries especially Lebanon.

Also, the majority of the previous studies followed a CDA approach, and analyzed fragments rather than full texts.
This is perceived as a major weakness of CDA. In addition, CDA analysts are accused of being subjective (Koller &
Mautner, 2004; Stubbs, 1997). Carrying out this study on a relatively large corpus is considered worthwhile as it increases
the researcher’s objectivity (Partington, 2006).

* Department of English Language and Translation, Applied Science Private University, Jordan. Received on 26/7/2017 and Accepted
for Publication on 12/12/2017.

- 551 - © 2019 DAR Publishers/The University of Jordan. All Rights



Syrian-Lebanese Relations: A Corpus-based... Ahmad S Haider

This study also contributes to the corpus-assisted discourse studies on Arabic texts by examining the patterns that
Assad used in his speeches and interviews before and after the Arab Spring.

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) grew rapidly during the last decade of the 20th century as a continuation of critical
linguists’ work in the 1970s. This paradigm has attracted many scholars, especially those who are interested in
investigating the relationship between language, power, ideology and society. Often, CDA scholars undertake close
qualitative analyses of single or small collections of texts, while also taking into account the social, political, and
historical contexts most relevant to the texts' production and comprehension. Corpus Linguistics (CL) is traditionally
concerned with the quantitative analyses of very large quantities of text, much of which is conducted computationally
and (at least partially) automatically, and this has drawn criticism from CDA researchers who argue that CL is an
unsuitable way to study texts if the social, political and/or historical context is to be taken into account (Mautner, 2007,
Widdowson, 2000). CDA’s approaches have also been criticised by proponents of CL, who argue that the data typically
examined in such work is a result of ‘cherry picking’ (Koller & Mautner, 2004; Stubbs, 1997) rather than an objective
analysis.

However, over the 20 years or so, there has been an explosion of work which has combined aspects of these two
approaches into a mutually beneficial ‘methodological synergy’ (Baker et al., 2008). Baker et al. (2008) and Baker (2012)
argue that the most fruitful approach is to combine CL’s quantitative and CDA’s qualitative approaches and use them
cyclically, such that claims arising from one analytical position are testable with the tools of the other. This avoids the
unhelpful argument concerning whether a qualitative or quantitative analysis is ‘best’, and acknowledges that there are
insights to be gleaned from a combined approach.

The researcher follows a combination of approaches in this paper, which proceeds as follows. In the next section, the
researcher gives a brief introduction of the study’s context by providing some information about Bashar Al-Assad, the
Arab Spring and Syrian uprisings, and the underlying Syria-Lebanon plot line. After that, the researcher discusses some
of the recent work, which has combined CDA with CL techniques, and discusses the benefits of this unity. The researcher
then outlines the methodology, including how he compiled the corpus of Bashar Al-Assad’s speeches, before outlining
the study findings.

2. Investigating the context

2.1. Bashar Al-Assad

Bashar Al-Assad, born on September 11" 1965, is, at the time of writing, the president of the Syrian Arab Republic.
He took over the presidency based on a public referendum in 2000 after the death of his father, Hafez al-Assad, who
ruled the country between 1970 and 2000 (Ziadeh, 2011).

2.2. The Arab Spring & Syrian uprisings

The latest protests in the Arab region are considered to be among the most important events that the world has seen
in the last two decades (Haider, 2016a). The terms “the Arab revolutions”, “the Arab Spring”, “the Arab awakening”,
and “the Arab Uprisings” refer to related events, namely the massive protest movements that began in some Arab
countries, mainly, Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, Yemen, Syria in late 2010 and which are on-going (Haider, 2016b). Influenced
by the Tunisian uprisings on December 18th, 2010, the Syrian protests began in 2011 against the Syrian ruling regime’s
repression and suppression of freedoms (Haider, 2016a). Security forces and Syrian intelligence departments faced the
demonstrations with live bullets, and their response was bloody, and the Syrian army tanks stormed several cities,
committing huge massacres between 31 July and 4 August 2011(Bakri, 2011) and 19 and 20 December 2011 (BBC,
2012).

2.3. Syria-Lebanon plot line

Syria has a great interest in Lebanon, which it considers a natural geographical extension for its lands, as Lebanon is
geographically close to the centre of the western part of Syria and is its southern window on the Mediterranean Sea.

Since Syria’s and Lebanon’s independence from the French mandate in 1943, the relationships between these two
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countries witnessed several changes. For example, the increased political activities in the Lebanese arena after the 1967
war, and the presence of the Palestinian Military in Lebanon after September War 1970 were among the reasons that
drove the Syrian troops to enter Lebanon under Arabic and international cover in 1976 (Sorby, 2011). In 1991, Syria and
Lebanon signed cooperation treaties in the political and economic fields and in 2005, under international pressure; Syria
withdrew its troops from Lebanon as it was accused of assassinating Lebanon’s former Prime Minister Rafic Hariri (Safa,
2006). Although the relations between Syria and Lebanon seemed to be stable, there were no full diplomatic relations
between them and the Syrian regime lacked any real intention to establish relations, arguably considering Lebanon as a
part of its historic territory (Black, 2008a). For more than 40 years, Syria kept a hand and eye out on Lebanon claiming
that all the coups that took place in Syria between 1949 and 1970 had been planned and got the logistic support from
Beirut, the capital city of Lebanon (Aljazeera, 2013). In several occasions, Al-Assad denies interfering in Lebanon’s
internal affairs, and when has been asked about some issues that are related to Lebanon, his answer was “that’s an internal
Lebanese affair”.

This paper examines how Lebanon is directly and indirectly portrayed through Al-Assad’s language. The researcher
addresses the following questions: (1) what are the most frequent countries that tend to recur in Al-Assad’s speeches and
interviews? And (2) are there any differences between the ways Al-Assad refers to Lebanon before and during the Syrian

uprisings?

3. Combining CDA and CL

To answer the questions outlined above, the researcher uses a combination of approaches from CDA and CL. There
are different approaches researchers can follow to carry out discourse analysis; one of them is to use corpus linguistic
techniques to discursively analyze texts or communicative events. Flowerdew (1997) paid some attention to the benefits
of combining quantitative and qualitative techniques. The combination has since developed rapidly. The combination
between CDA and CL has been described as a ‘natural match’ (Hardt-Mautner, 1995), and a ‘useful methodological
synergy’ (Baker et al., 2008) to show that the combined effect of the interaction between the two is greater than the sum
of their individual effect (Haider, 2016a).

Combining both approaches has been advocated as a way of downplaying the criticisms that each faces individually.
CL is a quantitative approach that is being used or applied to process large collections of texts which are characterised
to be representative. This approach helps in having a relatively greater distance between the researcher and the data. CL
also adopts some statistical tools to give generalizable descriptions of the investigated data that are, in most cases,
decontextualized, and maybe put the findings at risk. Conversely, CDA is a qualitative research approach that depends
on making a close reading for some fragments, which are related to the topic under investigation, and this helps the
researchers to achieve deep analysis and thick explanation. In using CDA, data are analysed within the social and political
contexts. This means that using these two extremes in one study may make the findings of the study broader and robust.
In the same vein, Baker (2010) states that a corpus-based analysis of discourse or ideology is useful since it contributes
to improving and boosting small-scale qualitative analysis rather than neglecting or replacing it.

3.1. Discourse historical approach (DHA) and Syrian-Lebanese relations

Wodak’s discourse historical approach focuses on the historical context to explain and interpret texts. Discourse,
according to Wodak and Ludwig (1999), is always connected with other events that are happening at the same time or
have happened before. Wodak (2009) emphasizes the idea of considering wider contexts of discourse, and this includes
the actual use of language (text), the relationship between texts, genres, and discourses, the institutional context of
discourse, and the social, political, and historical contexts. It is then the role of the researcher to recognize the operation
of power across these levels. Discourse Historical Approach (DHA) does not only concentrate on the immediate context
of the communicative event within its present state of occurrence, but also takes into account its historical continuum
and development.

Following this approach, the data in focus in this paper are divided into two sub-corpora. The first consists of Bashar
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Al-Assad’s speeches and interviews between 2000-2010, which the researcher refers to as the Pre-uprising period, and
which is further split into two parts: (a) 2000-2004, a period characterised by the presence of the Syrian army in Lebanon,
and (b) 2005-2010, a period during which the Syrian troops withdrew following the assassination of the Lebanese former
Prime Minister Rafic Hariri. The second sub-corpus, which the researcher calls the Uprising period, covers the years
2011-2016, beginning with the outbreak of the Syrian uprisings which are still on-going.

3.2. Corpus linguistics techniques

Although the analytical techniques of corpus linguistics are wide ranging, certain practices are common across many
different studies, for example: examining word and cluster frequencies, examining concordance lines, keyword analysis
and collocation analysis. Word frequencies are a cornerstone of corpus linguistics, and are important for corpus-assisted
discourse studies as CDA has been criticized for its focus on unusual language, rather than more usual or very highly
frequent occurrences (O'Halloran, 2000). A study of word frequency can provide an objective way of gauging the salience
of certain concepts in a corpus (Haider, 2017). Of course, concepts are not just represented by single words but also by
clusters of words, and so it is important to also consider the frequency of multi-word units or clusters. This provides
information about the context in which the words in question appear. A very common way to analyse context is to use a
concordance, which presents given words along with the immediately surrounding words. Baker et al. (2008, p. 279)
remark that concordances have ‘proven to be the single CL tool that discourse analysts seem to feel comfortable using’,
and it is the place where CL and CDA most obviously overlap in their approaches. It is rare, if not impossible, to find a
corpus based discourse analysis without the use of this tool.

Collocation refers to the words that are usually observed together or in close proximity in naturally occurring
language. By co-occurring regularly, typical collocations are often said to shed light on the discourse prosody of a text
(Stubbs, 2001), which in turn can reveal attitudes within the discourse context.

A keyword analysis reveals the words which occur more or less regularly in a given (set of) texts than would be
expected by chance. Keywords are useful since they provide the researcher with the relative frequencies between corpora

or sub-corpora.

4. Methodology

4.1. Corpus building & data source

The total corpus consists of 1,445,117 words. The data were collected from_http://www.presidentassad.net; a website
that has considerable information about the Al-Assad family, including the current President Bashar Al-Assad, late
President Hafez Al-Assad, and Asma’ Al-Akhras (Bashar Al-Assad’s wife). The web site is maintained by a Syrian
journalist and is based in Syria.

4.2. Corpus size

Table 1 shows the number of Al-Assad’s speeches and interviews delivered in or translated to Arabic/English from
2000 to 2016. As explained above, the speeches and interviews are divided into two main sub-corpora based on their
occurrence before or during the uprisings. The word count for each sub-corpus is provided with the number of speeches
and interviews in each year. In this study, the researcher only investigates the Arabic part of the corpus, i.c. the speeches
and interviews that were delivered in or translated into Arabic.

4.3. Research Stages: The steps to be followed in this research paper:

Some scholars (see Baker et al., 2008; Mautner, 2009; Partington, 2008) outlined some steps researchers can follow
in corpus-assisted discourse analysis studies. This study follows the research steps suggested by Haider (2016a).

Step 1: Designing research questions.

Step 2: Building an appropriate corpus that combines Bashar Al-Assad speeches and interviews delivered in or
translated to Arabic from 2000 to 2016.

Step 3: Making frequency lists for the countries mentioned in the corpus. The researcher found that oLl ebanon

was the most frequent country in the pre-uprisings period.
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Table 1. Assad’s Speeches and Interviews (2000-2016)

Comparable Corpus of the Speeches and Interviews of Al-Assad
Before the Uprisings
Arabic Corpus English Corpus
Year No. of | Word No. of No. of speeches
. . Word count . . Word count
Period Speeches | count interviews & interviews
lfr;‘) 2000 3 9,727 2 1,173 7 12201
a
2001 10 14,259 3 10,905 7 12479
2002 6 7,962 1 5,637 6 15862
2003 5 16,047 1 2,469 11 33310
2004 T4 fers 1| n2se s w6 |
2005 5 16,913 4 13,787 7 35488
2006 4 14,596 6 33,702 9 38890
Period 2007 5 4,448 5 18,536 10 16351
1(b) 2008 9 11,094 8 20,118 24 42202
2009 17 24,243 7 36,093 33 46704
2010 24 44,266 9 28,019 27 66897
Total 92 169,658 47 181,725 146 331,640
ota
139 S h & 146 S hes &
(period 1) | Dpeechies 351,383 words Peecies & 1 331,640 words
Interviews Interviews
During the Uprisings
No. f | Word No. f No. of h
Year © © or . © . © Word count O, © s'peec e Word count
speeches | count interviews & interviews
2011 4 18,285 2 7,388 9 58428
2012 4 19,896 5 18,499 10 54150
. 2013 3 7,550 18 89,099 21 96609
Period 2
2014 1 6,040 2 6,085 5 16874
2015 1 580 18 86,702 19 104165
2016 2 10,079 17 75,988 19 85677
Total 15 62,430 62 283,761 83 415903
ota
77 S h & 83 S hes &
(period 2) | Specches 346,191 words PECERES & 1 415903 words
Interviews Interviews
229 S hes &
107 232,088 | 109 465,486 Peeelies & 1 747,543 words
. Interviews
Total of Periods 1+2 219 97.574 229 8 hes &
. . ’ Peec ° 747,543 words
speeches & interviews | words Interviews
1,445,117 words

Step 4: investigating the context by reading some stuff about the history, religions, politics, and culture of Syria and

Lebanon. Such information enabled me to set the scene for further analysis.

Step 5: Following Wodak’s (2009) discourse historical approach, the researcher divided the data into two main

corpora, based on the historical background of Syrian-Lebanese relations, covering the periods (i) 2000-2010,

characterised by the presence of the Syrian army in Lebanon (2000-2004) and their subsequent withdrawal of troops
(2005-2010), and (ii) 2011-2016, characterised by the occurrence of the Syrian uprisings.
Step 6: Using clusters in phase 1/A (2000-2004) to see what this tool can reveal about hidden ideologies related to

the use of Lebanon, the country under investigation.
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Step 7: Generating a collocation list for the node word Lebanon in 1/B (2005-2010) to identify wider patterns and
topics in the corpus that are difficult to come up with manually. The list was then studied for the items which seemed to
group together into thematic sets. A number of ideological motifs were uncovered in this way.

Step 8: Concordancing some results that were found in steps 6 and 7.

Step 9: Using Keywords tool in order to produce a list of the countries which are relatively more frequent in the sub-
corpus (B) (during uprising) when compared with the other sub-corpus (A) (pre- uprising). The keywords lists were then
compared both by hand and by feeding them into the concordances tool.

Step 10: Utilising critical discourse analysis theoretical framework to interpret the findings.

5. Data Analysis
In the present paper, the researcher uses Wordsmith 7 (WS7) (Scott, 2016) to create a wordlist, i.e. a list of all the

words in the corpus a long with their frequencies. Going through the word list, the researcher observed the presence of
some countries, and investigated the reasons that motivated Bashar Al-Assad to mention such countries all over his
speeches and interviews, and so uncover his stance toward some hot issues in the world in general and the Middle East
in particular.

Figure 1 shows the most frequent countries in Bashar Al-Assad speeches and interviews (2000-2016) divided based
on the two main phases mentioned above. The numbers below include the names of the country as well as their derivative
forms. For example, the number of the hits of the United States includes the US (s2aiel/ LY o), America (LS x/), American
(4 roll 50 1of), and Americans (b s/ LS ol uss soll 351 19)).

The most frequent countries in the corpus
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Figure 1. The most frequent countries in the corpus

The researcher has regenerated Figure 1 based on the normalized frequencies per 100,000 tokens as this is good in
terms of the validity of the findings (see Table 2). Comparing the frequencies of the countries in the pre-uprisings period
(2000-2010), with their frequencies in the during- uprisings period (2011-2016), the researcher found that the countries
can be divided into three main categories; first, countries with dramatic drop in frequencies such as Lebanon, Israel,
Palestine, Iraq, and Iran; second, countries with similar frequencies such as Turkey, France, and the US; and third,
countries with dramatic rise in frequencies such as Russia and Saudi Arabia.

The variation in the frequency between phases seems to be significant. To prove this point, the researcher carried out
a keyword analysis for period one (2000-2010) against period two (2011-2016), and considered the most salient keyword
countries as shown in Figure 2. The findings showed that Lebanon was the most salient country in the pre-uprisings
period when compared to the during-uprisings one. Other countries were also significantly mentioned in the pre-uprisings

period, namely Israel, Irag, and Palestine as Figure 2 shows.
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Table 2. The most frequent countries divided based on the change of their frequencies

Normalized Frequencies of the Countries per 100,000 Tokens

Category Country Before the Uprisings During the Uprisings
Lebanon 502.5855 53.43871
Israel 453.0669 62.10445

Drop Palestine 228.241 24.26406
Iraq 383.3424 93.58995
Iran 169.3309 86.36851
Turkey 103.0215 109.1883

Similar France 103.3061 92.43452
The US 243.0396 334.7863

Rise Russia 48.94944 219.8209
Saudi Arabia 27.60521 99.07825

KeyWords

Eile Edit View Compute Settings Windows Help

M Key word .Freqg Yo Texts .RC %% .RC Log_L Log_R P
.Freg

Lebanon ol 992 0.28 a0 119 0.03 770.80 3.04
Israel ] 850 0.24 104 119 0.03 610.62 2.82

Translation
0.0000000000

1
2 0.0000000000
3 Iraq =l 861 0.25 81 216 0.06 403.97 1.97 0.0000000000
3 Lebanese Al Ul 237 0.07 47 18 216.28 3.62 0.0000000000
5 Palestinian i ulall 202 0.06 76 27 148.74 2.88 0.0000000000
5 Israeli Ly eyl 168 0.05 61 16 144.10 3.37 0.0000000000
7 Palestinian i alall 155 0.04 50 14 135.64 3.45 0.0000000000
8 Iraqi wadly=ll 112 0.03 32 3 130.01 5.20 0.0000000000
9 Palestinians  oeeinhoalall 141 0.04 58 12 126.07 3.53 0.0000000000
10 Israeli ol A7 0.05 57 28 113.14 2.60 0.0000000000

Figure 2: The most salient keyword countries in period one (2000-2010) when compared to period two (2011-2016)

As mentioned above, studying the social, political, and economic contexts of Syria, the analysis below consists of
three sub-sections based on the investigated period. Period 1/A spans from 2000 (the year when Al-Assad came to power)
to 2004 (before the withdrawal of the Syrian army from lebanon); period 1/B is from 2005 (the year when the Syrian
Army withdrew from Lebanon) to 2010 (before the Syrian the uprisings); and period 2 (during the uprisings) covers
events from 2011 (the outbreak of the Syrian uprisings) to 2016 (the time of writing).

Different corpus linguistic tools are used to investigate these three time periods. The researcher chooses frequency
and clusters in the first category (2000-2004) since it represents the smallest phase in terms of word count when compared
with the other two categories and to see what such tools can reveal about hidden ideologies. In Phase 1/B (2005-2010),
the researcher uses collocation as Lebanon along with their derivatives was frequently used in it, and because collocation
is better discernable with the availability of large amounts of texts, and less accessible to introspection or the manual
analysis of a small number of texts (Hunston, 2002). Keyword analysis was used in the other period (2011-2016) to
examine Al-Assad’s focus before and during the Syrian civil war. Concordance analysis is used in the analysis of the
three periods as it is fundamental for discourse analysis, and without using it, the analyst is liable to make incorrect
assumptions about the content of the corpus.

5.1. Category 1 (2000-2010)

The researcher examined the sub-corpus (2000-2010) for the lexical frequency of “oti” “Lebanon” and found that it
is one of the most frequent words in the whole corpus being among the most frequent 20 content words. This suggests

its significance in the Syrian context.
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5.1.1. Period 1/A (2000-2004)

Examining the use of (*oi*)(*Lebanon*) in this phase is critical since it represents the very beginning of Basher’s
reign in ruling Syria succeeding his father, Hafez Al-Assad, who was known for his strictness regarding many regional
and international issues (Biichs, 2009; Huber, 1992; The Guardian, 2012). The researcher first created a wordlist for the

most frequent countries in this category as Figure 3 shows.

The most frequent countries in category 1 (2000-2004)
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Figure 3: The most frequent countries in phase 1/A (2000-2004)
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Figure 3 shows that in phase 1/a, Lebanon was mentioned less frequently than Israel, Irag, and Palestine. Following
Wodak’s discourse historical approach, the researcher found that such variation in the mentions of the countries can be
interpreted based on some historical and social information; for example, this period represents the very beginning of
Al-Assad’s reign in ruling Syria, and it seems that he avoided mentioning Lebanon a lot as Syria-Lebanon relations are
seen to be controversial and critical at the same time. However, he tried, at this period, to use resistance card to show his
bright face as a man of values who does his best to resist the occupiers represented by Israel in Palestine and America in
Iraq (2003) and liberate the occupied Arab lands. In this part of the analysis, the researcher uses the corpus techniques
of clusters and concordance.

Clusters. How is *oli* Lebanon* described in phase 1/A (2000-2004)? In order to answer this question, the
researcher considered frequencies beyond single words (multi-word units). Using WS7 and examining clusters with the
size of 2-3 in Al-Assad speeches and interviews between 2000 and 2004 revealed different patterns as Figure 4 shows.

e G o o <>~ o o<
Edit View Compute Settings Windows Help Edit View Compute Settings Windows Help
N Cluster  Freg || N Cluster  .Freg
- In Lebanon Ol o 28] *| ThelLebanese Resistance  aulull dsglasll 4
2| ThelLebanese State Al agall 19| 15 Of the Lebanese State auilal algall 4
3 And Lebanon wlidg 15| ¥ Lebanese institutions Al Ul Sl sdall %
4| From Lebanon ol e 11]| ¥ Lebanese army il el 3
5 Syria and Lebanon wlid § asyga0 10]| ¥ Syria and Lebanon wlinly a4 jgan 3
€| In Lebanon oled 2 10| ¥* | south Lebanon Ol gim 3
7| Lebanese territory asli il _sal,li 9|l 2| Lebanese society wilial)l goizall 3
8| Lebanon and 5wl 7|l 2 Lebanon or of Wil 3
9| On Lebanon ol (ple 6| 2| Brothery Lebanon il il 3
10| with Lebanon ol go 6l & Lmeration of Lebanese termtory asLilil Lasl, Yl yyms 3
11| | ebanon in wd ol 6|| 24| And Lebancn and gulidg 3
2| Lebanon from o ol 5[| | Lebanese territory aulalll sl VI 3
13| Lebanon on wle ol 4fl 2| 7o Lebanon ol (o] 3

Figure 4. Clusters of *JliFLebanon* with the size of 2-3 (2000-2004)
The researcher then used the concordance tool to investigate some of these clusters in their wider contexts.

Concordance. Using concordance to study the most frequent cluster & ollin Lebanon revealed some results as

shown in concordance 1.
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1A: 85 890 pp) Joiii LSy il daive,> Gglods lgils Oliad (88 « iyl aic sz deslioll googe

1E: I have talked previously about resistance in Lebanon They said it is a cat scratch , and we told them they will succeed
DA:  ale wo Bl sue Al Ul daglisdl 3 sle Ol (od ppiosis lgru o) agils @aols «paasdl lslasl Of gogll

2E: they misevaluated the situation , especially as they have not forgotten their defeat in Lebanon by the hands of the

L ebanese resistance less than a year ago

SA: il Ul el go wslasll Olind 08 Loys cloiw gosl die 8aclall go Loshwol

3E: we fought Qaida four years ago in Lebanon in cooperation W|th the Lebanese army

A LleoV J5lells dplaV ool asgaws Olid o8 Lo, V18 Lpylsol ] Bgazdl 63gc wsums Jaslly

[4E:  justice means the return of rights to their owners the lands in Lebanon Syria and Palestine are for their people, and
the homes are for their owners

SA: 8lgLuuod! [TV wglis) epeouiy ouekwlay UVl Olid 8 Lol i Jmens gy Jowll ol Syig lugiieg wglia) bl

5E: Palestine are being killed and tortured ! We see the wolatmn of justice; lands are occupied in Lebanon Golan Heights
and Palestine And we can hear them kill the principle of equallty

6A: 5,31 aolwly duye Jgsg ol (s SWYIg Gl il® 58 e wodly oo laodl sl sy

6E:  innocent Arabs, Muslims, and Christians in Palestine and thousands in Lebanon And other Muslim and Arab countries
7A: RV BT o;lg._ml wad Gliad 2o omus - Oliad 88 alizo Lal,l Hlis auaall 0im psi o9 dailis) Guad | Jioy

7E: represents the Lebanese issue, and we support this case there are occupied territories in Lebanon , And we are with
Lebanon to restore those territories

BA: oLl 68 Ggr,Soell Ly e @i ol laoy olid _aas ayg.adl Clgall Ll 8slol ga  La>ls

BE: ‘What happened is a kind of redeployment of the Syrian forces in Lebanon due to technical considerations and were
carried out by the military of the two countries

OA: wl] (28 aeudl wlgall s5g=9 yueisolly Jlig=VI 155 1318 Ul o8 Slgall aia dopo slpuily (spiu —Bdo slay g Q] Slgall
OF: The presence of the Syrian forces is temporary and ends with the achievement of their mission in Lebanon Accordingly
and in brief , the presence of the Syrian troops in Lebanon

10A: Lol pus puSelly Jolw] lpeo il T Ulad 08 @wvlsy 8,sleodl Jsall 8is a8 SaleazdVl gaogll gy Losic

10E: When the economic situation in the neighbouring countries , espedially in Lebanon is good We are affected by it
positively, and the oppaosite is also true

11A: bl cluwiell pssi ooug Oliad B8 sl ple (58 aldaYl oyl caadsi Sue

11E: Since the end of civil war in Lebanon in 1990 , we have supported the Lebanese institutions

124 il ole ozt Olind 03 659>gall @bl Slasloell 53U gl JS by iy s

12E: Ttis linked in one way or another with the existing negative practices in Lebanon the Lebanese must

Concordance 1. Concordance of 4 otiin Lebanon

Al-Assad clearly stated that he supports the Lebanese resistance in its fight against Israel stressing that no one should
underestimate the role that resistance plays anywhere (line 1). He also praised the Lebanese resistance represented by
Hezbollah who defeated the military strength and the national unity of Israel in 2000 (line 2). He highlighted the role
that the Syrian troops played, hand by hand with the Lebanese army, in confronting al-Qaeda (line 3). Al-Assad also
referred to Israel and its occupation to some Arab lands; in Lebanon and Palestine, and Golan (Syria) stressing out that
people there are suffering from the Israeli oppression and persecution and he, Al-Assad, will keep struggling till
recovering and liberating all occupied Arab lands criticising the Israeli violations to Human rights (lines 4/5/6). He also
referred to the joint Syrian-Lebanese interest, having some common concerns regarding war and peace with Israel (line
7). Al-Assad justified the deployment of the Syrian troops in Lebanon and their role in maintaining security and stability
highlighting that such presence is temporary with no interference in the Lebanese internal affairs (lines 8/9). He also
highlighted the strong social and economic ties between the two countries; where each of them is affected of what’s
happening in the other emphasizing that Syria’s relation with Lebanon is more important than any other state in the
region (line 10). Al-Assad stressed the Syrian role in supporting the Lebanese institutions since the end of the civil war
in 1990 (line 11). Al-Assad also criticized the unstable internal situation in Lebanon and the necessity for making a
quantum leap there; inviting the Lebanese forces to build institutional and organizational state that is governed by rules
and law (lines 12).

Investigating the second most frequent cluster Lxilill/ 4s2/The Lebanese State, the researcher found that Al-Assad’s
use of this cluster has three main characteristics, namely, (1) the Syrian role in stabilising the Lebanese state and helping
it become stronger, (2) assuring the sovereignty of the Lebanese state over its territory, but its decisions should not
contradict with Syria’s point of view (see concordance 2), and finally (3) questioning the ability of Lebanon as a state to

maintain security and take the position of the Syrian forces in the Lebanese territories.

Slo 18 ale pojim (oS Lasla pSisls gl Lgaio sgmd iyl vams Ol Juaze pll 2l
Question: Has the Lebanese President Lahoud ever sent you a delegate or called you in order to chalenge any
decision?

w951 Sl iss V g wg caude Gaidsall Aaslge am V] dsn Y ops L5 Jld 0% loxie Wl buwy carad, Y 1wVl
Apog go uoyles b Apeg awlill dgall Whia ol 15] Lwlwl dlily . Awliad)l @gadl aule  golg V saall Lia
auliall agyl go aule sai il Hyiaall pwlall (sl Lai cnix lo=dl gl Lils Lk
Al-Assad: No... Simply because no decisions would be taken without the approval of the two countries and Syria
doesn't take any decision in this regard without being approved by the Lebanese State. Thus if the Lebanese
State's point of view was inconsistent with ours, we keep discussing until we reach a common viewpoint that we
agree upon with the Lebanese state.

Concordance 2. Concordance of 4Ll 4/2/the Lebanese State
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The researcher also examined the other clusters in Figure 4, and established four categories that summarize how Al-
Assad referred to Lebanon in this period:

Israel as a core point. Although the relationships between countries are supposed to be, logically, decided by the
states’ governments, the researcher found that Al-Assad took Israel as an excuse to intervene in Lebanon’s internal
affairs. He has regularly tended to mention Israel next to Lebanon, and clearly justified this by saying that it is their
common enemy. He frequently referred to the occupied territories in Palestine, Lebanon (the southern part) and Syria
(The Golan Heights) highlighting the necessity of liberating these lands by any mean.

The Lebanese resistance. Al-Assad praised the Lebanese resistance capabilities, especially after defeating the Israeli
army and obliging it to withdraw from Lebanon in 2000. He also clearly stated that Syria has always been ready to
support the resistance in Lebanon and Palestine in all means since they are fighting in the same trench against Israel. He

also drew a clear line between terrorism and resistance as concordance 3 shows.

The difference between resistance and terrorism is plain and simple; it is as the
1diﬁ‘erence between the right holder and this right usurper

Concordance 3. Concordance of 4sslifesistance

Syrian troops’ presence in Lebanon. Al-Assad highlighted the importance of deploying Syrian troops in Lebanon to
maintain security and end the civil war that was launched in the 1970s. He also referred to Al-Taief agreement, the
Lebanese National Reconciliation Accord that was negotiated in 1989 in Saudi Arabia, to justify the redeployment of the
troops in the 1990s to help Lebanon recover its internal stability and improve its institutions. He also emphasized that
such presence is temporary and the Syrian troops will withdraw after the end of their mission there.

The political independence of Lebanon. This category is similar to the previous one where Al-Assad keeps mentioning
all the times that Syria does not intervene in Lebanon’s internal political, social, and economic affairs and stating that
Syria has some interests in Lebanon, only because it is a neighbouring country emphasizing the strong mutual impact of
any of them on the other. He also pointed out that the Syrian troops will withdraw from Lebanon when the Lebanese
army is able to protect its territories and borders.

5.1.2. Period 1/B (2005-2010)

Using WS7, the node word * oL Lebanon* was identified to collocate significantly with other words with the search
span of £5, i.e. five words on either side of the node word. In this study, the researcher uses two collocation statistics,
namely, MI (Mutual Information) and t-scores, The question of how to measure the strength of collocation using these
two measures is important; Hunston (2002, p. 71) proposed that an M1 score of 3 or higher is “taken as evidence that two
items are collocates”. Regarding t-scores, McEnery, Xiao, and Tono (2006, pp. 56-57) stated that “t-scores tend to show
high-frequency [collocating] pairs” and that “[a] t-score of 2 or higher is normally considered to be statistically
significant”. The researcher carried a collocation analysis for *oti* Lebanon* (2005-2010), and considered the
collocates with 3 or more MI score and 2 or more t-score intersected. Examining all the collocates manually, the
researcher found that they can be classified into different thematic categories as in table 3.

Stability. All words in this category relate to the notion of stability in Lebanon in its negative meanings so as to
convince the texts’ receivers of the necessity of the presence of the Syrian troops in Lebanon. The researcher investigated
the use of the word _/<iwbtability which is supposed to have a positive discourse prosody (Stubbs, 2001), and found
that Al-Assad made all credits to Syria in helping the Lebanese people achieve satiability. He referred to United Nations
Security council Resolution “1559” which calls the Syrian forces to withdraw from Lebanon by saying that some parties
had intervened in Syria-Lebanon relations under the pre-text of Lebanese sovereignty. He also pointed out that what
mainly concerns him and his country is the unity and stability of Lebanon ensuring that they began carrying out the
withdrawal before passing this resolution claiming that it is not against Syria’s interest and they do not have any problems
with it. Al-Assad also highlighted the role that the Syrian troops played in maintaining unity and stability in Lebanon
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stressing that his country is keen on and interested in supporting any options and decisions that might achieve Lebanon’s
accord since stability in Lebanon is stability in Syria and a peace in Lebanon is a peace in Syria (concordance 4).

Table 3. Thematic categories of the collocates of *Lis* Lebanon*

Category Examples Translation
.. Ol caludil oBalaall o) )%l | and it stability, maintain, division, stability,
stability & the | | . . .. . .
Suri | s QY i) djles | protection, division, the stability, unity,
rian presence in . . ) .
Y P el gy al mllas dslas | interest, interests, withdrawal, the presence,
Lebanon
Ay | presence
JEPLTN co\j&d\_’ 6u:n,);j‘ alll sh;@\ . .
war . - B . | resistance, Allah, Army, and the aggression,
¢L|\_5&5\ ‘J\..a.u‘}!\ s‘)\.mu\ [TVt . . i
& . . South, smuggling, victory, the victory, troops,
. “.—‘)3'“ €9 (s sd\jéﬂ\ c‘\.S):uJ\ . L.
resistance Ly battle, aggression, party, borders, war, civil
) . «lidle«liMall  A8e  A8Mall | the relation, relationship,the relations,
relations with . . . . .
) el pual 6338 ¢l yall (cplanld Aa 53l | relations, Doha, Palestine, Iraq, Gaza, Israel,
other countries . .
il YV | Israeli

‘J\)a.“ ‘g\JJ')l\ ‘;.uuﬂ\ ¢LILM}AJ\
(sl (s B e ol Y1 i Sall (Al gl

institutions, people, ministers, dialogue, State,
the government, lands, forces, the forces,

internal affairs clany) ¢iyiha gl Sacdiib gl | national, government, national, elections,
Alpudl ) ) | dialogue, Political
inclusive language Ui oA aedi | we support, we stay, we, we want
Assassination  of . .. L
o AaSadl (Jlie) ¢ s yal) | Hariri, assassination, court
Al-Hariri

Sulid o Suyguud] Slgall G lilal fuaseall

Journalist: Why were the Syrian troops withdrawn from Lebanon? ) _

zeol vliy (58 gagll O alls Lilss 2000 ole 58 wa=illy colgins o iio 2l Gy gdlg)l o8t gaus JI
18 Lyl oIS cdgll alls Jglsey colaeusiU Gl loaie 2000 g aulaMl Gyl algs un dyiall oo [lyiiol yi80
|_‘-'|‘_)J-| wailger e85 Lalaidly Lol walSo alaly Zil el sy I:Li;ﬂg. 2000 ple ol o _)_.5'!“ sizll ppo e il
President Assad: Actually, we started doing so five years ago, and precisely in 2000. We did that because
the situation in Lebanon became more stable in the period between the end of the civil war and 2000 when
we started the withdrawal. By then, Israel had withdrawn from the largest part of Lebanon in 2000. Moreover,
hawving your army outside your country is expensive politically, economically and in many other aspects.
WMzl GIS i@ 35 fuhaseall

Journalist: But it was an occupation?

Ulid ol sl sboy ol Lilss 188 Y 0w U1 J1

President Assad: No. We entered Lebanon upon a Lebanese request.

MMzl Gl o8 Sygand] lgall 3gg Jlg= Yl o Jls Sl guiss ¥ ol fosasall

Journalist: You, in no way, consider the presence of the Syrian troops in Lebanon as an occupation!
eraiiV iyl lgaylo il Lppalizen 555 o) LB 2 doglite Linsrg) MMas Lilsd GlS 15] Lilko oY tauw M a0
celizme S5 el LY 1id S0y lglilis elg lole paiscg

President Assad: No, I do not. If it was an occupation, we should have had resistance against us. We
were not occupiers. The Lebanese fought against Israel for twenty-two years and did not fight against Syria!
That's because we were not occupiers.

Concordance 4. Syrian Troops’ presence in Lebanon

Al-Assad also stated that instability in Lebanon would threaten regional security, in general, and his country, in
particular. He pointed out that his country has no problems in establishing diplomatic affairs with Lebanon where both
states have strong and deep relations throughout history where his people paid heavy prices; not only supporting Lebanon

financially but also sacrificing their blood and souls on the Lebanese lands (concordance 5).
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aiog ¢ plodl  Gada=i wod elow lpilul #lgyl vueds Vigel 205 o) ¢ Wlind (ad cloy cuedy lole i S auyg 00
sy W Lisdng ad=V =l wady asduil ¥l g2l M= 1982 ple wlid o glaodl (a8 gl pundill
a0 plpaiowl sle 8 dle GusSen Ol el oSS wilio Ay

During the previous thirty-years, Syria paid blood in Lebanon, it did not pay money, it paid its sons lives,
in achieving peace, preventing divisions, and defending Lebanon in 1982 during the Israeli invasion. In
later stages, we sacrificed not few hundreds but thousands of people. Why?? Because the stability in
1Lebancm is reflected directly on the stability in Syria

Concordance 5. Concordance of _/éiktability in 2005-2010

War and resistance. The collocates in this category refer to the role that Syria played in helping the Lebanese
resistance to defeat Israel during 2006 war. It should be made clear, however, that Al-Assad sometimes praised the
Lebanese resistance without attributing any direct credit for his country due to some international, diplomatic, and
political issues. Al-Assad put Syria and Lebanon in the same trench as both are fighting against the Israeli aggressive
and cruel acts stating that they will never recognize Israel since their lands are under its occupation. He also pointed out
that Syria is the only country neighbouring Lebanon, given that Israel is an enemy occupying their territories, and so
should not be considered as a neighbouring country (line 1 concordance 6). Al-Assad also referred to the Israeli
occupation of South Lebanon between 1982 and 2000 accusing some Lebanese forces of helping Israel before 1982
invasion as they failed to hit the joint Palestinian-Lebanese resistance (line 2).

1A ladlyg pladiVl o il aud Loaic dio Gualy wgyd iie Olind Fuyli Ligd ozl ssnill Luul pludiV liag Olind i plwail dlia
Juiel sl ull) 8ygleadl sauzgll gl b Qupgan S pgaw &0 (ol JSuin oS5 ooVl go Ol adde (ale Llw 5 pludiVl 1is
dhiill 018 Jo= pawaly 0gSi 53 0)glxe algy lpoyiai V o uol )V Jisig gas algs oo Juilyw] ol

1/E.  There is a division in Lebanon which is not new; this has been Lebanon's history for centuries rather than decades. There are
a lot of divisions which affect Lebanon's relations with others, particularly with Syria being the only neighbouring country to Lebanon,
given that Israel is an enemy that occupies lands... we don't consider it as a neighbouring country; let’s be clear regarding this point
/A Auilia) Sod Jlia s 1982 sé wlidd gj¢ L6 ol Loaic 1983 ple (58 (ndsdzdl Ll 17 b Lo Lo S35 V adladl JLzVl o il
gl s oo as el uilallly Quiala wilall doglas)l wyal plhhss (8 i LTy wY alacs

2/E.  Many of the young generations do not recal what took place in the real 17th of May, 1983 where there were Lebanese forces
that worked as agents for Israel before the invasion of Lebanon in 1982. Those forces faled in their plans of hitting the joint
Palestinian-Lebanese resistance

Concordance 6. War and resistance in Al-Assad’s speeches and interviews (2005-2010)

Al-Assad also accused Israel of making sedition in Lebanon; trying to transfer fight from inside Israel to inside
Lebanon, and working hard to disarm the resistance. He also defended Hezbollah stating that they have never attacked
any civilians and they are not interested in launching any attacks inside Isracl. They are only protecting the Lebanese
borders and it is their right.

Relations with other countries. This category comprises countries that collocate with Lebanon. In the previous
category, Israel was discussed in one way or another, so the researcher investigated the use of Iraq and Palestine next to
Lebanon. Al-Assad tended to combine Iraq, Palestine along with Lebanon to emphasize the idea of common suffering
from occupation whether by Israel in Palestine and Lebanon or the US in Iraq. He stressed that there is a mutual influence
by the resistance movements in these three countries (line 1 in concordance 7). Al-Assad also highlighted that the civil
War in Iraq will drag in Syria and Lebanon, pointing out that he has some constant consultations with Arab and non-
Arab countries like Iran and Turkey with regard to some issues related to Iraq, Lebanon, and Palestine. He also stated
that the status quo in the Arab world is critical and needs to be well-understood if the whole world wants to get rid of
stress and worries (line 2).

Lebanon’s internal affairs. The collocates in this category index the presentation of Lebanon’s internal affairs and
whether Syria really intervenes in such affairs or not. The researcher chose the words <«sSsgovernment and &2l
sovereignty in order to test the previous claim. Regarding the word government, Al-Assad frequently recommended
having a unity government that represents all parties in Lebanon as a condition to having diplomatic relations with them.
He also denied any interventions in the internal affairs of Lebanon, stating that the Lebanese government not the Syrian’s
is responsible to reflect the political situation in Lebanon. Investigating the word sovereignty, the researcher found that
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Al-Assad referred to 1559 Resolution which calls the foreign forces to withdraw from Lebanon, and criticized the
international parties’ intervention between the two states under the pretext of the Lebanese sovereignty. He also criticized
deploying international troops along the Syrian Lebanese boarders since it cancels the sovereignty of Lebanon.
Accordingly, it seems that Al-Assad is eager to achieve the Lebanese sovereignty, but at the same time he connects such

sovereignty with the presence of his troops in Lebanon.

YA 58 Dol s ol US (98 555 Gabrad89.pabaaul® olasby Gl bl =1 JSui oyl Lo sl aoglasll
N G il @il e dlbhall w8 Jam o wd pibo JSiiy Siawanceill aigg JSadl gy lawi¥l s oailogis il
aioll 4 auiolia) (08 Lzl yp i Laily cjo0d spais 8920l Luad Loy 9l jond jp i 08 Cllosll A glas)l

1/E.  The resistance in Iraq influenced the resistance in Lebanon and Palestine, and the Palestinian resistance
influences both sides; this influence is reciprocal. This victory with such quality wil directty affect what's happening in Iraq ,
it is said that the resistance in Iraq intensified by 4 % in July, maybe not necessary in July, but during the month of war in
Lebanon

A, go Jolos ol guhiw oS dlolSzoll laslel 8,0li0ll ppai of Lule 136 . au,ell &Y sl olall gogll sle Ogald o
o0 wnolodl 0yall Lac glg « Spoliall 8aic cod duwis sric ppa) Lails wiedl ob wglgisw oV lad . ©lilxl 8in oo @il S
Lo wsJl &=Vl aid JS oo Log (8lxsdl Nl (sl 11982 (as Oliad 93¢ (sl 1948 (09 Gabowadd J\is] (sl oS0 -puSolew
JogVl oo gle adbiol) aolacwnll Al o lsiz g Loy 850180 o lpigpins oo oy, Bl Quygw 2o OV Lo
b audy ppl oy ol Lalede @yl

2/E.  We feel worry over the general situation of the Arab nations. We have to know the whole dimensions of conspiracy
so that we can deal with each part of it. Of course, they wil now say that Arabs have always a psychological complex which
is the complex of conspiracy. If we go back to the past century from Sykes-Picot to the occupation of Palestine in 1948
to the invasion of Lebanon in 1982 and the occupation of Iraq and the intervening events and what is happening now with
Syria and Iraq. Maybe they don't consider these events as a conspiracy. Maybe they consider them as part of durable
developments for the region or part of charity actions and we have to send them a cable of gratitude

Concordance 7. Irag and Palestine as collocates of Lebanon (2005-2010)

Inclusive Language. While going through the collocation list, the researcher found a group of words that were written
in the inclusive form such as (21 ad ¢4 ¢ac) (We support/ we stay/ we/ we want). The researcher investigated the use
of these words as collocates to Lebanon and found three types of uses. First, it is logically related to Syria; i.e. the Syrian
troops, government, and people, to show that he, Al-Assad, represents his people’s opinion regarding critical issues such
as the Lebanese one (line 1 in concordance 8). Second, to refer to countries that have similar challenges as Syria’s; he
wanted to emphasize that Lebanon, Syria, and sometimes Palestine, are suffering from occupation and have a common
enemy and should work hand by hand to get rid of it (line 2). Third, Al-Assad used the inclusive language in the context

of Lebanon to talk about all Arab countries (line 3).

YA ol eolyinally ool ol ool ol coe Lullyo] b Oliy) 9o .o jgan go @8Uall ol Ol cidgo ...aslall bghall Ol o Ly o
PUSI 138 oy &g @xlaw o yansd 33 uili) By Juoliny J5 O Lol gyl gy gVl Llailly wglsil
1/E. What we want from Lebanon is the general guidelines... Lebanon's position toward the relationship with Syria ... Lebanon's position toward
Israel.... toward peace ... toward security and stability ... towards cooperation and brotherly issues between the two peoples ... However, to get into
the Lebanese daily details, this is not a part of our interest and we totally reject it. _
2/A. 056 gVl plaall (3350 plaslls oyl guimall oo Wil sim 1 ) Lo ) 1Y pabiaddy Ly Aujgos 58 o0 Al Godoadd of sl
Sloglin (sdg wrmll (58 ule 1y b ilizdlan) Uiy bisd) S 0 s Lz cais Oy o JSs wimpig Lime lgaiy Of sl il o dapi
s lime e 0f 3l o ol g @ Lol Lae oo Loy oo S Gyl 2Ll Sg ain wallini B Ly gisis Y pngionloll sgaall JUs gl
Lic ali.
2/E.  We have to speak frankly. We in Syria Lebanon and Palestine still have occupied lands, this means that we are concerned with war and
peace, and we want our Arab brothers, in the first place, to stand with us and we welcome them. However, based on our vision and interests,
we are the ones who suffered from war and peace negotiations during the past decades, and we ask those who are not satisfied with our vision to
make the way for us to do what we should do and we will not ask any of them to fight with us or on our behalf.
A ol v gl g Ll Loy ol s S5 2000 plall amy . i nle LS Lilg lhs e 1958 pysll g anglinll Lasy wlid jpms 2000 ple ndy
olgac SV el 393 b doglin)l Ol Lulgm CSB LA pusi (58 L (e bgsall Us o kil puii 55Ul pghs Ogy aloolas, duylill 5,5
ohiall Lig) a8, pgilyer Laul IS8 sl .
3/E.  In 2000, Lebanon was liberated; thanks to the resistance which proved that they (Arab countries) were wrong and we were right. After 2000
once again we started to have the same kind of discussion as we, Arabs, are fond of repeating history with all its details without advancement
sometimes. The same discussion took place by exerting pressure on Syria with regard to the same issue. Our answer was that the resistance is a
deterrent to any Israeli aggression, a logic which they once again rejected.

Concordance 8. Inclusive language in the speeches and interviews of Al-Assad

Assassination of Al-Hariri. This category is intimately connected to most of the above mentioned groups. It contains
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the name of Rafiq Hariri, the former Lebanese Prime Minister, who played a very important role in ending the Lebanese
civil war and reconstructing Lebanon by making numerous charitable works, in addition to providing aids to the victims
of the Israeli aggression on Lebanon. Hariri was assassinated on February 14, 2005. As a consequence, the Syrian troops
withdrew from Lebanon since there were some indications that the Syrian government may be involved in the
assassination (Wright & Lynch, 2005). As a result, an international tribunal was established in order to detect and
prosecute the killers. Investigating the word ¢s_x_=Hariri, Al-Assad confirmed that his country has nothing to do with
Hariri’s assassination. Regarding the reasons behind the withdrawal of the Syrian troops from Lebanon at this particular
time, he stated that they have already begun the process in 2000 and done it completely after 1559 resolution (issued at
the end of 2004). He also justified the withdrawal’s decision by saying that lots of Lebanese people accused Syria of
Hariri’s assassination and they stood against Syria after being their allies saying “we cannot stay in Lebanon when some
Lebanese are against Syria”. Concordance 9 shows Al-Assad’s answer to a question regarding the UN investigators’
doubts that Syria has something to do with the assassination of Hariri.

aliozally Al drasilly Clagoll czal 1o 81l 8 bjgs 539 djgad lto oIS WSpepaadl (348 alls 58 i argy V 11l sy
Upgeas ol o 2ll3 Js iyl 132 1o S Spuymell ol go . sga) puiyll ¥ 35 o5

President Assad: There is no logic in that. Rafic Hariri was a friend of Syria and supported Syria in the most difficult task for him
which was the extension of president Lahoud's term in office. Hariri was against it, but he did it for Syria.

§ uyguw Samei 0l allly anliig @ sl

Journalist: And by doing it he was challenging Syria?

alingl Lo Jsb ode 5oly 135 .V < s V1 i 1

President Assad: No. He agreed to do what we wanted.

aluly opde 0l Sl g WG ... G3AD 18] ... Waswall

Journalist: .... you threatened him... that "I will bring down Lebanon on your head. )

ay ol Jmally 13| 1, 50g ¢ azld Lo b aliSoy @ild Jmi o) 13lg « allsl oo s Jmi a3ag alilh ¢ paseds 32g5 ol Sagl 3] eens s V1 i 1
LAl 133 § agis o) « wyi Lo Jei 0l5 15] § oyl lslals

President Assad: .... if you want to threaten him, you threaten somebody in order to make him do something, and if he doesn't
do it you may do what you said, but if he does it why harm him? If he does what you want, why harm him? It is a contradiction.
QoA bl apV JB g .ole ail Jliug | Saoaall

Journalist: It is said that he came back and told his son that you threatened him )

ol Sppmdl (3 ¢l ] Ltas @ gl Slplenll o Lased o JB @il 32, Loud Lo+ beases puud i 13w Y a1
Lig) 23 Jo el pg) JI8 Loy S5 el oo JIB @50 il (5] iy @V ain Ugeole ppil agysl Lol 08 ulgfanall am o auds,
-

President Assad: That is not true. We heard later that he said that somebody from the Syrian Intelligence put & gun to this head,
but Hariri himself told me that some officials in the West told him that they were angry with him because he stood by Syria. He told
me that, but maybe he told them he did that for this reason.

Concordance 9. Assassination of Al-Hariri in the speeches and interviews of Al-Assad

5.2. Category 2 (2011-2016)

To uncover the differences between the periods that precede and follow the Syrian uprisings, the researcher compared
the sub-corpus B (2011-2016) with the other sub-corpus A (2000-2010). The researcher used the keyword tool in WS7
in order to determine which words occur statistically more often in (2011-16) wordlist when compared with (2000-2010)
wordlist. Using a log-likelihood test with a P value of < 0.0000001, the researcher got a keyword list that includes words
like (ibasSl duls )Y e puaill oy ol )Y ¢ dnlu¥) o lnd) s laall cda j¥1 o ccula Y/ couls Y sl (people, terrorists,
terrorism, ISIS, crisis, opposition, army, weapons, terrorists, Al-Nusra, terrorist, chemical). However, since the focus in
this paper is on Syria’s relationships with other countries, particularly Lebanon, the researcher excluded the keywords
that are irrelevant to this focus as figure 5 shows.

Figure 5 shows two sets of keywords; the upper part of the figure shows the countries that are more statistically
significant in the post-uprisings sub-corpus (2011-2016) when compared with the pre-uprising sub-corpus (2000-2010),
while the opposite is true for the second part of the figure. Going through the list, it can be observed that Ll ibya was
the only main Arab Spring country that Al-Assad refers to significantly, i.e. although the regimes in Tunisia, Egypt, and

Yemen were toppled in 2011 because of the Arab Uprisings, they were not among the most salient in the keyword list.

-564 -



Dirasat, Human and Social Sciences, Volume 46, No. 4, 2019

Examining &tz ibya in more details by carrying out a concordance analysis, the researcher found that Al-Assad used it
to say that Syria is geographically, demographically, politically and historically different from Libya, pointing out that
the international intervention scenario in Syria will be unviable, in reference to the NATO intervention during the Libyan
uprisings in 2011. He also stated that some countries are not content with the Security Council decision regarding Syria;
rather they want a military strike similar to what happened in Libya. Al-Assad also tended to mention Libya to criticize
the Arab League who gave cover to the bombardment of Libya highlighting that Libya is now not better than before, and
questioning what the whole world has achieved after the military action in Libya rather than the spread of terrorism in
its aftermath.
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2 and Britain Lol g 35 0.01 17 2 36.23 4.15 0.0000000001
13 Raqgga syl 3 14 1 35.91 4.08 0.0000000001
% and France i 95 27 18 1 30.58 4.78 0.0000000292
8

15 Moscow 55 g 45 0.01 21 28.05 2.51 0.000000067F
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i Lebanon ol G982 0.28 a4 119 0.03 F70.B0 3.04 0.0000000000

z Israel Jetlp| B850 0.24 104 119 0.03 610.62 2.82 0.0000000000

3 Irag Syl B61 0.25 B1 216 0.06 403.97 1.97 00000000000

4 Lebanese ALl 237 0.7 47 19 216.28 3.62 0.0000000000

5 Palestinian [ | 202 0.06 76 27 148.74 2.88 0.0000000000

& Israeli Al 168 0.05 61 16 144,10 3.37 0.0000000000

7 Palestinian ik lall 155 .04 50 14 135.64 3.45 0.0000000000

L Iragi bl 112 0.03 3z 3 130.01 5.20 00000000000

9 Palestinians  gesiaboalall 141 0.04 58 12 126.07 3.53 0.0000000000

0 Israeli il eyl 172 0.05 57 28 113.14 2.60 0.0000000000

Figure 5. Keyword list of the countries in the two investigated sub-corpora

Also, it can be noted that Russia Lws_along with its derivative forms, i.e. (sSusd Lusssd i M sl 4o s 4IV)
(Russian / the Russians / Russian/ and Russia/ Moscow) are the most frequent in the upper keyword list. Al-Assad tended
to praise the Russian support for his country (concordance 10). After the outbreak of the Syrian uprisings, Russia has
taken a strong position against taking any actions against the Syrian regime. In the Security Council, Russia has
threatened to veto any sanctions against Syria and kept providing Syria with arms and weapons claiming that it has some
earlier contracts with the Syrian government before the beginning of the uprisings. It is worth noting that Syria is one of
the most important clients for the Russian arms, in addition to the presence of a Russian naval base in Syria.

This study is concerned with the lower side of the keyword results where oLl ebanon is the most salient in figure 5.
When concordancing *Lis* (*Lebanon) in the sub-corpus (2011-16) and going through all the incidents, the researcher
found that
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pily gacy wenlas 699 wad bwgy OV gl prting Lowgyg Ualy oo 83ggll ause) ] adllall \ng Lowgy alc Jgai il Loy
a0gSadl g Ly sl Jolgs lid olSg @30 sVl oLV o ,gul 1id vase) cad Jlg=l <9 wogall ooVl udzeo o
2id wadg sVl il e gooll sl loyiby Q0w aundl o B\l gogll lin Juoladl pgl &y LSy Sawgyll

adyb Sb gl bySwe gl Liol ol bwlow slgw Qg wsd Jzaill cVglxo jblin) awg) admo dlis OlS ... luass dikhioll
wadgall (ale Jgni o=id ooVl pulzo w8 giall 9o aileslo ,5i OISy adgul axLull (sle ppo 595 wanl bwgy caold )il Lﬁpl
pllell sd a0Vl e lelas Leily had Qg oo lalss o) bawe pes jheiwl (alog ohawgpJl.

There is no doubt that we are counting on Russia, primarity because of the historic relations between the our country and
Russia and because Russia is a superpower and a permanent Security Councll member. In all cases, Russia played
an important role since the first days of the crisis and our governments was communicating directly its Russian
counterpart to explain the situation in details based on Syria's importance and its influence on the situation in the Middle
East and this region particularly ..... Russia knew the dangers of the foreign interference in Syria politically, militarily, or any
other way, thus Russia played an important role in the international arena, with the Russian veto at the Security Counci
as the most recent action in this regard . Syria is counting on the Russian stance and continuing support not just in
‘defence of Syria, but also in defence of worldwide stability.

Concordance 10. Russia in the post-uprisings period

Al-Assad used it in the following contexts:

1. The sensitivity of Syria’s geographic location; boarding Iraq, Lebanon, and Israel. Al-Assad claimed that Syria
was massively affected by the situation in Lebanon being sectarian divided community, the American invasion to Iraq
in 2003, and the presence of Israel in the heart of the Arab world. He also stated that Syria has been punished due to its
clear and straight situations towards some critical issues in the region; in Lebanon, Palestine, and Iraq (line 1 concordance
11).

2. Reminding the Lebanese people of the role that Syria played during the civil war in 1976, the Israeli invasion
in 1982, and the liberation of their territories in 2006 (line 2).

3. The negative role that the Lebanese government has been playing during the uprisings in Syria where many
terrorists and weapons come from its side (line 3).

4.

YA o plo oy 65V 2005 ple Olid 50 Lo Lo 050,55 ..958)] 10 (padga 0l 803 Ol Q8w oo wilholl ol .. 8ygm slo solill
byzall (o @l 0 il iz 2008 31 8 656 Gy L lpilclig 2006 ..

1/E. ... conspiracy against Syria...Syria had to pay the price for its standing against the US occupation of Iraq...you know what
happened in Lebanon in 2005 and later in the 2006 Israeli war and its consequences...the Israeli war on Gaza in late 2008...It was a
period of pressures.. .

A ..2000 plsl 56 Ol 51,5 5] @sslially ool sl il ells (58 doglioll alhio cilSs 1982 plo 56 Ol o Lisdls Loxics...

2/E. ...when we defended Lebanon in 1982, it was the springboard of resistance which led to the liberation of Lebanon in 2000...
3/A. cujlg.ajl 0,0 Loy @i St sl OIS a7 5lad 2wl i Gindiw [5he o] Quilialll SUaludl 0f 39,201 o ... Olialy T3 Uges
L] oG azbawVl o S8l anzdl cils oVl i . w):e.db ple sle Aulialll angS=l 0o Lilogles) iy L) o uulJ I NATENF] |
il sle sololl 58 xcl puidsall ouls ol Of e @l L) gud o3 LS Ol oo

3/E. Let's start with Lebanon... It is known that the Lebanese authorities recently seized a ship transporting weapons, a large part
of it, including anti-aircraft missiles, comes from Libya. According to our information, the Lebanese government is aware of
smuggling .... So far the majority of weapons are smuggled through Lebanon and Turkey. However, we have no evidence that proves
that the authorities in these two countries helped smugglers in the past or not

Concordance 11. Lebanon in the post-uprisings period

5.  The relations with Hezbollah to protect the Syrian-Lebanese borders. Hassan Nasrallah, the leader of Hezbollah,
clearly stated they are helping Bashar al-Assad to fight the uprising against his rule and will stand by him (Black and
Roberts 2013). However, Al-Assad denied any military intervention for Hezbollah inside Syria, making all credits to the
Syrian Army, not any other external troops (concordance 12).
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aill 8 gl olgall Ll (] 56 alll s ol Lioaw WSy .auls,] dokie 9o alll wi> ol olpsdl pas Sy Jlwl
Question: Some view Hezbollah as a terrorist organization; we know that it has fought alongside Syrian troops in al-Quseir
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President Al-Assad: The media is trying to portray Hezbollah as the main fighting force on the ground and the Syrian
Army as weak and unable to achieve victory.....terrorists started attacking the bordering towns that are loyal to Hezbollah,
which warranted their intervention alongside the Syrian army in order to restore stability.

85055 alasly @gs o o -.8y0w 8 8397gall Al Uiz LIS 868 Ogoui S slgall

Question: How strong and large are the Hezbollah brigades currently in Syria? )

el sic sgazll Adhio o Vgule,] amw G ozl Bl ale Galiliall e bhac lgbw,l o il sza Vo igaadJl ol
all L olyd ples LS .a,gw Jols ] olgd gl ply ..ailoll sgazdl sle whisll alac (58 S ygall Gl lgaclws
Ub) Ly 3ler Ol g Vg il wl oLl gogeds.

President Al-Assad: There are no brigades. They have sent fighters who have aided the Syrian army in cleaning areas on
the Lebanese borders that were infiltrated by terrorists. They did not deploy forces into Syria. As you are aware, Hezbollah
forces are positioned towards Israel and cannot depart Southern Lebanon.

Concordance 12. Hezbollah and the Syrian Army in the post-uprisings period

6. Implications, Recommendations, and Limitations

This study used a particular type of data (presidential texts), within a defined timeframe (2000-2016), geographical
context (Syria), and theoretical and methodological framework (CDA and CL) to answer particular research questions.
Therefore, there are bound to be limitations. Before the concluding remark of this study, the researcher reflects on some
points as the limitations and recommendations of this research.

First, the corpus of this study is well-compiled, and will be available for the public use. Since the researcher only
examined a limited number of research questions, future studies may investigate other areas and answer different research
questions. Second, unlike most of the previous studies which only examined 3 or 4 presidential speeches, this study used
219 speeches and interviews, and so its findings are likely to be more generalizable. Future researchers are recommended
to move from the qualitative towards the quantitative approach. This may result in getting different types of findings.
Third, in this study, the researcher followed a corpus assisted discourse approach. CL and CDA are not free from
shortcomings, for example, CL is good at having generalizable findings that might be known to all, and CDA is good at
having new and interesting findings (Haider, 2016a). Accordingly, combining the two approaches is recommended. For
future research, the corpus of this study may be given to a CL expert and CDA analyst to see whether their findings are
convergent, complementary or dissonant (Baker & Levon, 2015). Fourth, the researcher of this study used Wodak
Discourse Historical Approach, and found that spending some time on investigating the historical and political context
is important. Future research can use other CDA approaches like Van Dijk (2009), and Fairclough (2009). Fifth, in this
study, the researcher compiled a new Arabic political corpus. Due to the shortage of similar Arabic corpora, other
researchers are recommended to compile several Arabic corpora, and improve some free CL analytical software which
support right to left languages. Sixth, the corpus of this study is included under monitor corpora (corpora which develop
and are added to), and so adding Al-Assad’s speeches that were delivered after 2016 is recommended. Seventh, this study
only examined the speeches of one president, and so future researchers are recommended to investigate the speeches of
other (Arab) presidents to check whether they follow similar/different strategies.

7. Conclusion

Discourse is one of the significant instruments of politics, being as important as money and power. Chilton and Schéffner
(2002, p. 5) defined politics in two different ways, ‘as a struggle for power, between those who seek to assert and maintain
their power and those who seek to resist it” and ‘as cooperation, as the practices and institutions a society has for resolving
clashes of interest over money, power, liberty and the like’. Investigating Lebanon in Al-Assad’s speeches and interviews,
it is found that he utilised both techniques mentioned in these two definitions; he portrayed ‘power struggle’ as the essence
of politics where the Syrian troops were in Lebanon for nearly 30 years under the pretext of ending the civil war and
protecting the Syrian territories from any invasions through Lebanon. On the other hand, he tended to manage the conflicting

interests in a non-violent manner by making some loyal allies and groups inside Lebanon.
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Investigating the use of <L ebanon in the corpus, the researcher found that Bashar Al-Assad denied any Syrian
interventions in the Lebanese internal affairs. He also did not consider the presence of the Syrian troops on the Lebanese
territories as an occupation by any mean though they stayed there for nearly 30 years. Moreover, though both countries
gained their independence from the French mandate in the 1940s, they did not have normal diplomatic ties, which implies
full mutual recognition until 2008 when Al-Assad issued a decree to open an embassy in Beirut (Black, 2008b). Al-Assad
kept saying that the Syrian-Lebanese relations are normal though this paper shows the opposite where Lebanon was
treated as a subordinate state.

Regarding the methodological synergy of CL and CDA, this study showed its effectiveness in uncovering some
discourses that would be difficult to be discovered manually. However, while analysing any dataset, researchers should
take into consideration that the results they obtain may not directly provide them with the discourses behind the text, and

so it is their role to consult other resources to be able to prove the existence of such discourses.
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