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Pragmatical communication using common proverbs;
A case study of common proverb: “al- hikayah fiha ?inna”(there is something fishy)

Ahmad M. Abu Dalu, Khaled H. Dalky *

ABSTRACT

The main goal of the study reported in the article below is to find satisfactory answer to one
question: Given the tools of the discourse analysis theory such as the relevance theory (Sperberad
Wilson 1985 [1995]), how can the intended meaning of the verbal message be communicated
successfully. The basic premise of the theory is that analyzing a text in the most straightforward
fashion requires a delicate balance (and therefore interaction) between the text (language ) on the
one hand and its context (society) on the other. At the functional (and therefore practical) level,
the discourse analyst pushes himself to the limit to find the degree of correspondence between the
text, which is verbal, and its effect on its recipients. What this basically means is that as meaning
is a trade-off between effort and effect, “the overall relevance of the utterance increases by the
implication that reduces the cognitive effort needed to process it, and by that which increases its
contextual effects” (Al-Jarrah, Abu-Dalu and Obeidat, 2018). Within this conceptual framework,
we intend to show how the discourse analyst should be empowered with all it takes to work out
the explicatures (linguistically inferred meanings) and entertain himself with the implicatures
(contextually inferred meanings) of the commonly used formulaic expression “j/ lgd £(Ss)P,

Keywords: discourse analysis, common proverbs, relevance theory, Pragmatical communication,
effort-effect tradeoff.
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