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Jordan and the Salafi Jihadist Movement 1991-2002 (The Assassination of the American
Diplomat Lawrence Foley as a Case Study)

Ahmad Khlaif Al-Afef, Mhammed Abdul Kareem Mahafza *

ABSTRACT

The study aims at discussing the Salafist Jihadist movement in Jordan, in terms of the statement of
its extremist ideological framework and the study of the military activity of the assassination of
US diplomat Lawrence Foley. It also studies the nature of international, regional and local
conditions which influenced its growth and development in Jordan during the period 1991-2002, in
a way that has made it an intellectual and organized movement posing a clear threat to the security
and stability of the Jordanian state on one hand and the statement of the state strategy in the face of
this challenge on the other hand. Through the adoption of historical analytical method based on
many sources and references, The study shows that despite the seriousness of the Jordanian state
and its high professionalism and especially the security in penetrating many of the terrorist
organizations and dismantling them before implementing their plans this did not prevent Salafi-
Jihadist thought - as an extremist ideology hostile to the state - to become a reality that poses a
challenge to the state and its policies. This is carried out by three main factors that gave rise to the
increasing influence of this thought, which are: Firstly, the dangerous international and regional
changes and their negative repercussions on Jordan, in excess of the capacity of the Jordanian state
to deal with them, especially the economic ones. Secondly, The focus of the state strategy in the
face of extremism on the therapeutic security side, rather than the preventive intellectual aspect,
through which the radical jihadist discourse is being besieged and its influence is weakened.
Thirdly, the lack of credibility and commitment of many officials in the application of legislation
and policies on the basis of the principle of justice and equality; which leads to the establishment
of a state of mistrust in state institutions by many individuals and groups, who were mostly prepared
by virtue of their psychological and social composition to accept extremist thought, antagonize the
state and oppose its policies.

Keywords: Salafi; jihadi; extremism; terrorism; Jordan.
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