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Socio- Economic Cost of Discrimination against Women in The Jordanian Labor Market

Amal Al Awawdeh *

ABSTRACT

The study aims to examine the economic and social cost of discrimination against women in the
labor market and to identify the economic and social gains in increasing the economic
participation of women. The descriptive approach was used to describe the phenomenon through
the available information and data in studies, research, reports, sources and references issued by
international and local institutions. The study found that the global and local community pays a
high price due to the weak economic participation of women and that the increase in women's
participation in the labor market, like their male counterparts, increases national GDP by 28
trillion Dollars. At the local level, the weak participation of Jordanian women, like their male
counterparts, has cost around 11 billion Jordanian dinars, for the year 2013. Moreover, increasing
the participation of women achieves economic and social returns and gains at the macro and
micro level. The study recommends the importance of adopting a gender approach in the process
of women's economic empowerment in order to re-examine the quality of services and jobs
available to women in the labor market. This is to avoid quantitative expansion at the expense of
wages, working environment and support services for women and to protect women from
reproducing the patriarchal system that is embodied in the new global capitalist system.

Keywords: economic participation, cost, discrimination, gains.
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