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Teaching Arabic as a Second Language from a Functional Perspective

Ibrahiem H. Rababah*

ABSTRACT

This study aims at depicting and tracing the effects of the functional field on teaching Arabic as a
second language through identifying and explaining the concept and the methods of this field. This
study is carried out by considering the principles, features, and weaknesses of this field. Also, the
study is concerned with explaining how language skills are acquired through the functional field. A
part of the discussion will be dedicated to presenting the effects of teaching writing skills and
identifying the skills needed by nonnative speakers at the mediate level in the Language Center at
the University of Jordan, and whether there is a discrepancy based on gender. The study concludes
that it is significant to employ and invest in the functional field in teaching Arabic as a second
language, and this employment should be approached with awareness and care.

Keywords: Arabic Language, Arabic as a second Language, Functional writing, Professional
Perspective.
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