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The Strategic Political Thought of Sharif Hussein bin Ali

Mohammed Khalaf Al-Riggad™

ABSTRACT

Considering the strategic dimension in the thought of Sharif Hussein bin Ali, leader of the Great
Arab Revolut, seems more Challenging than any other dimension relevant to the revolution, for
several reasons. The most important of which are: those that are concerned with political analysis
tools and the study of the psychological environment which were the main factors in forming his
character, experience, and essential pillars of his strategic thinking. The main question of this paper
is: "To what extent did the political and strategic thought of Sharif Hussein contribute to the quest
of unifying the Arab and Islamic nation and achieving the ambition of an independent Arab state
through his declaration of the Great Arab revolt in the year 1916."The study examined this by
following a historical approach and a method of text analysis, in order to achieve results that
reflected the depth of the strategic aspect of Sharif Hussein through his political thinking. The study
summarized the pillars of Sharif Hussein bin Ali’s political thought through various key points,
most importantly: the clarity of his political vision, seeking advice and consultation in his decision-
making process, his independent-mindedness, correct political understanding, steadfast dedication
-as a representative of the Arabs- to his political ideology in the defense of Arab goals, the strive to
create an independent Arab state, and strategic understanding of Britain’s demands. The study also
dealt with how the Sharif framed his strategic and political notion of the revolt, where three trends
emerged. The Sharif blended these trends and was able to derive a unified direction, on which he
based his declaration of the Great Arab revolt.

Several conclusions were drawn, namely that Sharif Hussein Bin Ali was favored with deep
strategic, political, and military thinking. However, his words, actions, behaviors, and trends, which
shaped his strategy, had not previously received sufficient attention in terms of research and study.
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