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Plural Forms in ""Unshudat Al-Matar: a Semantic and Structural Study

Khalid Q. Bani Domi*

ABSTRACT

The poem entitled "Unshudat al_matar" assumes a very important position among cadenced poetry,
especially Badr Shakir As-Sayyab's poetry. As a very rich poem among As-Sayyab's eternal and
glorious poems, it reflects matchless romantic poetry as it includes a significant subject, unique
linguistic structures, pleasant musical meters, extraordinary imagery, and highly sophisticated
stylistic features.

The present study sheds light on one of the remarkable stylistic features of “Unshudat al_matar"
which includes the multiple plural forms and their morphological structures, consisting of the sound
plural structures: both the masculine and the feminine, the broken plural, pluraletantum structures,
collective noun structures, and the singular common noun. All of which constitute the poet's overuse
of such stylistic features; they reflect psychological dimensions which settled in the (sub)
consciousness of the poet denoting impressive, comprehensive, and commensurate means of
expression to the context.

This research represents a serious attempt to study the plural forms and their structures in the poem
and to investigate the state of the poet who is in two contradictory romantic situations: the state of
oppression, subjugation and deprivation which cause pain and grief to him and to his nationals; the
state of hope, rejoice and optimism of having a better future whereby everyone enjoys the welfare
and the wealth of the nation and its natural resources within a secure environment of justice, equality
and freedom. Thus, the plural forms came as a sincere representation of the implications of these
two romantic situations and their humanitarian dimensions.

Keywords: Plural Forms, "Unshudat Al-Matar", Structure, Semantic.
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