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Emotional Argumentation in the Speeches of Arab Presidents while Facing Arab
Spring Demonstrations through the Lens of Critical Discourse Analysis

Abdul Kadir bin Sulaiman, Nihad Al-Musa*

ABSTRACT

This paper aimed to analyze the discourse of Arab presidents while facing Arab Spring
demonstrations and discuss the strategy of emotional argumentation focusing on linguistic properties
employed. The paper tried to postulate the strong connection between language and politics,
highlighting the urgent need for someone to be aware of the “acts’ of political texts and talks around
him, and to realize what politicians really do when they use language.

This work is a small contribution of a more comprehensive and ambitious project, aiming at
establishing a framework for the analysis of political discourse in the Arab world in light of what is
known in Western studies as Critical Discourse Analysis, which examines the linguistic elements as
well as non-linguistic properties, exposing how do those elements lead to the practice of domination
or discrimination.
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