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Iran's Image In The Arabic and Non-Arabic News Websites' Coverage: A Comparative
Analysis Study of The Arabic News Websites of Al Jazeera and Deutsche Welle

Hatem Alawneh, Khalaf Altahat, Areen Alzoubi*

ABSTRACT

This study aimed to identify the nature of Iran's image in the coverage of Arab and non- Arabic

news website that has Arabic version. The analysis focused on the published content one year before

the Arab Spring (2010), one year during (2011), and one year followed the Arab Spring (2012). A

comparative content analysis on a random sample of 949 news stories (655 from Al Jazeera and

294 from Deutsche Welle) were conducted. The following are the main findings of the study:

- The Iranian weapons and its nuclear file were the most reported topics in the two websites
(14.6%), followed by the Arab-Iranian relationships(13.9%).

- The press report (Feature) placed number one as the most journalistic styles used in media
coverage on Iran (54.8%), and news style came second (36.4%).

- The two websites relied more on the international news agencies (63.6%), then on its private
sources of sites (14.6%) as a source of publishing news about Iran.

- The findings showed that seven frames were used in this study, conflict frame was the most
used (49.6%), followed by responsibility frame (26.2%).
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