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Evaluation of Child Labor Social Policies in Jordan

Haya H. Al-Tarawneh, Mohammed Al-Ma’ni *
ABSTRACT

This study aimed to evaluate the social policies of the child labor in Jordan through the study of the International
Conventions that signed by Jordan, and the most important strategies, policies, and the national plans which are
active in the field of child labor. In addition, it aimed to assess the mechanism of applying these strategiesthrough
the programs that have been applied in reality.

In order to achieve this purpose, the qualitative approach was adopted to create a deeper understanding of social
policies and national strategies in terms of design and mechanism of application and analysis of the most
important documents of the institutions concerned with child labor in Jordan, represented by the Ministry of
Labor, Ministry of Social Development, and the National Council for Family Affairs, in addition to the weakness
of access to the necessary information. Due to the use of this approach, the researcher also carried out a depth
interview with experts in the field of child labor and the workers in the combat of child labor programs.

The study finding showed that there is a weakness in the design and implementation of the policies to combat
child labor; a lack of coordination between ministries and institutions concerned in this field which, in turn, leads
to a non- integrated provision services for working children and their families. In addition to the deficit in the
development of the legislation and policies, or amending them in an appropriate manner to reduce of the child
labor.

In conclusion, the study came out with a set of recommendations that will help decision-makers to identify the
most important reasons that prevented combating child labor in Jordan. For example, the need to develop and
amend the currently existing legislation and policies appropriately to reduce of this phenomenon, and seek to
promote cooperation and coordination between the ministries and institutions in reducing of child labor.
Furthermore, there is a need for many evaluative studies in the field of child labor in order to know the reasons
that lead to increase the ratio of children working in Jordan.
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