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Constructivist Theories: Frameworks and Textual Transformations

Abdallah Anbar*

ABSTRACT

The present paper demonstrates that constructivism consists of multiple theories which are not only
comprehensively connected but also form a joint enterprise containing multifarious concepts and
developmental stages. In this sense, constructivist theories differ to fit into the agenda of different
scholars and interpreters who might trace their strands of constructivism in light of the way they
approach their subject of study. Therefore, this research suggests constructing a comprehensive
constructivist framework that emulates the nature of literary texts and their transformations through
being dynamic, adaptable, and accommodating. Such framework will also be expected to surpass
empirical realizations searching for cognitive interpretations that demystify the underlying semantic
formations in literary texts. Additionally, the proposed framework takes into account the strategies that
contribute to forming literary texts from stylistic as well as semantic perspectives.
This research accentuates that construction is an entrance through which literary texts can be approached
linguistically, stylistically and semantically. Construction, in this view, is a point of departure which
enables researchers to discover levels of analysis that surpass the common textual features shaping
linguistic productions. Furthermore, this paper regards constructivist theories as tools that can be utilized
to explore semantic markers that supply literary texts with expressive uniqueness. The present work
concludes with the idea that constructivist theories emphasize certain strategies to investigate the
complicated connections between meanings and understandings. As such, reading literary texts is
inherently interdisciplinary and needs analytical tools that take into consideration the commonalities
among different theories in social sciences.
This research is composed of the four following sections:
First: Concepts in Constructivism:

A. Construction as an abstract layout.

B. Construction as a strategy to read constructivist connections.
Second: Constructivist Frameworks & Textual Transformations.
Third: Constructivist Strategies & Approaching Literary Texts.
Fourth: Constructivist Applications on Excerpts from a Mural by Mahmoud Darwish.

Keywords: Constructivist Theories, Textual Transformations, Construction, Litrary Text.

* Faculty of Art, The University of Jordan. Received on 23/7/2016 and Accepted for Publication on 29/8/2016.

- 198 -



