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Teaching The Meanings of Arabic Verb’s Affixes to English Language Speakers
Hanaa Abduallah, Ismail Amayreh *

ABSTRACT

This study aims at shedding light on the actual forms of the verbs in Arabic as well as exploring the change in
their meanings because the extra letters added to them. Additionally, these verbs will be compared to the verbs of
English as the mother tongue for the non-natives of Arabic.

Furthermore, this study seeks to uncover the errors committed by the non-natives of Arabic and compare them to
those errors committed by the Arabs as native speakers. It also aims to find solutions for errors to help overcoming
such obstacles. To achieve the objectives, the researcher developed a pretest and post test. Each test comprises 27
questions with three different formulas. Data were collected through students’ pieces of homework as well as their
pieces of writing.

The researcher presented solutions for the common frequent mistakes committed by the non-natives for Arabic
and compared them to those with the natives. Two samples were chosen equally to form both Qasid Center and
Abu Alanda Secondary school for girls, each of which consisted of 20 students. The former adopts a curriculum
tilted “A Book in Learning Arabic” whereas the latter teaches “Tenth Grade curriculum”.

Additionally, three approaches were utilized starting with the contrastive approach which identified the problems
of learning a second language. Moreover, the statistical approach was also used to analyze the data through
percentages. Perecentages of errors and mistakes have been given interest and were also discussed thoroughly and
crosshatched with the approach that was used in analyzing the errors. Results of the pretest indicated that students
of the first sample have scored the lowest passing percentage (20%) in the following verbs “’iftacala”, “tafacala”
and “’iftalla” whereas in the post test these percentages have improved in the first two verbs to demonstrate (70%)
and (50%) respectively and the verb “tafacala” has declined to score (15%).

The first sample has scored the lowest passing percentage (20%) in the pretest for the following verbs “’iftacala”,
“tafacala” and “’if*alla”. While the percentages for both “’iftacala” and ‘“’iftalla” have jumped in the post test to
record (70%), (50%) respectively, the form “tafacala” has declined to (15%). Additionally, the second sample has
scored the lowest passing percentage (20%) in the following forms ““iftacala”, “facala” and “tafaala” which have
also improved in the post test to reach (65%) , (55%) and (60%) respectively.Furthermore, the results revealed that
the most prominent errors committed by the non-natives related to the meanings of the extra letters added to the

verbs whereas errors committed by the natives are due to their lack of knowledge of the morphlology of the verb.

Keywords: Verbs, English Speaker, Arabic Speakers, Morphological Mistakes.
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