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Transformation of Identity in the Arab Novel: Jordanian Novel as a Model

Shahla Ujayli*

ABSTRACT

This paper discusses the concept of identity in the Arab culture, as it fits with the technical structure of
the novel as the transition from the European cultural pattern to the Arab cultural one. It shows that the
pillar of evolving and continuity of the Arab novel is the idea of identity conflict which started in the
19th century, where battles of authentication and modernization took place, and produced this hybrid
genre. The conflict of identities in the Arab societies during a full century affected the formation of the
Arab novel, which has evolved as a result of its adaptation to the cultural development and conflict of
identities which transformed into the so-called Policies of the national, ethnic, religious, ideological and
gender identity.

Identity conflict interacted with novel as a genre and produced new discourse, especially after the
revolutionary movements that overtook the Arab region since the beginning of the second decade of the
twenty-first century, which formulated new identities. Novels were traced through metaphors of the
fragmentation of individual self and smaller groups in favor of the identity of the new colonial eras,
which (Abbanous) the Jordanian Samiha Khris dealt with. Whilst other cosmic post-colonial identities
showed the fantastic fade of human life, and were dealt with in (Paradise forbidden) "alfirdaus
almuharram” of the Jordanian Yahya al-Qaisi.

Keywords: Identity, Culture, Arabic Novel, Jordanian Novel, Hybrid Genre, Colonial Eras.
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