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Face Book's Public Sphere as a New Thesis of Passing Traditional Gender Boundaries
for Woman in Jordan: Applying Public Sphere Theory

Mohammed Abdel Karim Al Hourani, Abdel Baset Abdulla Al Azzam*

ABSTRACT

This study aimed at revealing the dimensions of public sphere that Facebook provide for Jordanian
housewives. Five dimensions for measuring public sphere were derived from public sphere theory:
First, obtaining useful information from outside. Second, interaction with outside world. Third,
communication with the other people from different backgrounds. Fourth, viewing herself as part
of worldwide. Fifth, exchanging with people of worldwide. The sample included (366) housewives
selected purposively from the north, middle, and south of Jordan. The results showed that Facebook
provide public sphere for Jordanian housewives for all dimensions mentioned above, regardless of
the differences in the characteristics of the sample except how much long the women using
Facebook daily. Thus, Facebook enabling women obtaining useful information from outside, being
more interactive with people from outside, more interactive with people from different
backgrounds, extending her cognition and identity, and exchanging information with people
worldwide. And this new public sphere empowering women to communicate and getting
information outside the traditional gender boundaries, although, she is, physically, in its home and
practicing her traditional gender role.

Keywords: Facebook, Public Sphere, Traditional Gender Rsole.

* Department of Sociology, Yarmouk University, Jordan. Received on 30/4/2016 and Accepted for Publication on
18/1/2017.

- 368 -



