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The Criteria of Linguistic Quotations from the Prophetic Hadith in Al-Shatib1's
Book (Al- Magasid Al-Shafiya fi Sharh Al-Khulasa Al-Kafiya): Between Theory
and Application

Mohammad S. Al-Hwaiti*

ABSTRACT

This study observes and critiques the governing rules set by al-ShatibT for what hadith can or cannot be
quoted as evidence in linguistic discussions and discusses the extent to which al-Shatibi adhered to his
self-imposed criteria. Then a sample of hadith quotations was analyzed to determine whether they are
attributable to the Prophet in both their wordings and meanings. The study is concluded by the following
findings; al-Shatibi did not always adhere to the rules which he set to follow, he did not seem to be
cautious when quoting some Prophetic texts from others, which made him violate his rules and finally, he

did the same mistake, which he had criticized Ibn Malik al-Ta’'1 for, when he unreservedly accepted

quoting hadith whose meaning only attributable to the Prophet. The researcher recommends that anyone

interested in studying linguistic quotations from hadith should firstly examine it before relaying on it

whether it was quoted by al-Shatibi or any other scholar.

Keywords: Quotation, Prophetic Hadith, Al-Shatibi, Principles of Syntax.
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