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Strategic Options for Turkey Regionally and Internationally

Ahmad A. Alkafarneh *

ABSTRACT
Justice and Development party has won the Turkish democratic election in 2002. This victory has
motivated this party with moderate Islamic trends to address new strategic aspirations that Turkey
aimed to achieve; thus, directing their higher interests by reformulating their foreign policy priorities.
As such, Turkey reconsidered its strategy which has been under significant review. Turkey has
transformed thanks to these new strategic vision to become an attractive point to several surrounding
states and nations. Its focus has been on the Arab countries, particularly during the Arab Spring.
Additionally, the new Turkish policy adopted the concept of soft force which is a means to support its
negotiation with the EU states, and to support its friendly relations with the US, and to show it power
as a string regional and international mediator. This has led to major changes in the visions of the
strategic options of the Turkish policy so the EU and the US have looked to Turkey as fundamental
regional force as they both considered its significant role in solving problems on the regional and

international level.
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