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Jordanian Women in Education and at Work: Study in Jordanian Society
Maysoon W. Al Atoom, Khader W. Al Otum, Abeer B. Dababneh *

ABSTRACT

This study aimed to identify the most important sociological and anthropological reasons for the paradox
between the marked superiority of the Jordanian women's level of education, and in return, their modest
contribution at the economic level.

In order to identify the sources of this paradox the study focuses on three main interfaces. First, we tried to
design women's education strategy to clarify their main competencies and powers. Second, we draw a plan
of women's work in Jordanian society to identify the most important areas in which women participate in
the production process. Finally, we tried to understand the root causes that prevent women from work and
form the engagement in public affairs.

The results of the study showed that there are different sociological factors behind this phenomenon. One
of the most important factors was that the most attractive sectors for females (health and education) are
characterized by slow growth and low productivity, coupled with low International Monetary Fund support
for government sectors and instead support the private sector. Furthermore, the output the education sector
remained inconsistent with labour market needs, in addition to the gender pay gap, with emphasis on the
problem of low wages and its incompatibility with the costs associated with mothers joining the workforce.
The results of the study prepared in Amman in fall 2014, on 50 male and female participants from various
age groups and different educational backgrounds and classes showed that the weakness and decline in the
enrolment of women in the labour market has also anthropological sources. They can be summarized by
keeping the classification of work as it was clear in the propagandas that mostly supported the role of
motherhood and considered it as the main role for women and it has priority in case of conflict with the
women working outside the home. The propaganda showed the impact of manhood dominance and its
control on preventing women from working in non-educational and health sectors and devote the
motherhood model over women in public affairs.
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