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Analysis of Poetic Discourse
(Iram that-Al-Imad Poem by Al Siyyab as an Example)

Mahmoud Suleiman Al-Hawawsheh*

ABSTRACT

Textual discourse analysis is not an undisciplined and subjective process to follow to understand any text
content in depth. The reader has no right to interpret the text the way he/ she likes ignoring the lexical,
structural, metaphorical components of the text, and his own cognitive competence. The researcher
followed the aforementioned criteria related to textual discourse analysis. Then the cultural cognitive
dimension of the text itself are engaged, which reflects the cognitive perception of the writer because it
turned out that the previous components are not sufficient to do the job. At this point, textual discourse
analysis introduces the connotations of myths to offer a deep insight of the text itself. Then the analysis
involves a third dimension related to the text’s cognitive reference and the poet’s (writer’s) contexts. Al
Siyyab’s social context offers a holistic view of the text that connects the first dimension to the second
one. The inclusion of the three dimensions in the text analysis offers a complete and thorough
understanding of the text. Otherwise, textual discourse analysis of the text itself becomes a disconnected,
illogical, and meaningless entity that has nothing to do with the original text. Given this information, it is
deemed necessary and indispensable to focus on these three levels to connect metaphorical, cultural,
cognitive, and social aspects together to get to a holistic semantic overview of the text.

Keywords: Discourse, Iram that Al Imad (a Town or a Historical City Mentioned in the Holy Qur'an and
History Books).
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