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The Criterion of Literary
Value between Philosophical Ideologies and Modern Literary Criticism Views

Raihan I. Al-Maseid*

ABSTRACT

This study seeks to explore the philosophical perceptions and critical aesthetic views revolving around the
different understandings and manifestations of the literary value concept? In particular, the paper tries to
answer the main research question, can we relate together the modern views in criticism and the theorizing
philosophical principles with literary value as a concept. Stemming from this question, what are the
different criteria in criticism that would judge literary texts as being loaded with literary value? In turn, this
would lead to the issue of whether literary value is intrinsic to the text, or it is the result of the reader’s
interaction with the text. The paper concludes that because critics do not agree on specific criteria to judge
literary value based on the reader’s response. This research comes as an attempt to present new reader
responses tackling the concept of literary value.
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