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Media’s Role in Change in the Arab World: Analytical Study

Mohammad Sh. Hashem*

ABSTRACT

In 2011, Public mobility has arisen in some Arab countries. As a result, there was a sudden political
change of some regimes. Such change has quickly relapsed because of many reasons. Arab nations have
lost hope in achieving the desired change because of such relapse. All abovementioned motivates the
researcher to make this theoretical and analytical study under title (Media’s role in Change in the Arab
World). The researcher tried throughout to identify the nature of desired change and the ways of
achieving it in addition to clarifying the role of Media as the most able and effective mean in the process
of change as well as many studies proved. After clarifying the methodology of the study, the researcher
has discussed the concept of change, its types, its levels, its factors which determine its nature, most
hazards, describing the process of change in countries of Arab spring and its consequences and
perceptions of change in the Arab world. Then he has discussed the importance of the Media and its role
in change, the specifications of the change leaders in Media, clarifying the social role of Media and
analyzing the reality of Arab Media. He depends on social marketing theory and has discussed the
concept of the theory, its principles, the most used Model therein, most criticism hereof and detailed
description of Media campaigns as a part of the theory. The results explained the Dynamics of Media and
change according to the theory.

The researches has reached to many results, of which the most notable are:

o Political Change is successful and positive when it is part or a result of wide and complete process of
change.

e There is a direct relation between freedom that the Media have and its effectiveness and the success
of its role in process of change.

e The process of change needs a giant mass communicative effort of Media to demonstrate the
advantages of the change, its necessity and its decidedness.

o Negative view of public needs, care of satisfying the audience in any way and being confined to earn
money only are factors reflected negatively on the performance and the content of the Media
Message and it has lost the ability to achieve the desired positive change.

Through such results, there are some recommendations, which are as follows:

e People in charge of Media shall prepare a vision and a complete plan aims to achieve all types of
change subject to balance and priorities and according to specifies of the Arab citizen.

o Increasing freedom for Media and liberating from restrictions and dependence to increase chances of
success to the best.

All Media shall have Code of Business Conduct and adhere hereto. The Code of Business Conduct shall

confirm that the Media is humanitarian Message and it is a responsibility before God and the Society.

Keywords: Change, Media, Dynamics of Media.
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