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Jordanian University Students’ Perceptionsabout Terrorism:
Concept, Causes, and Combatting Strategies

Mahmoud M. Al-Kafawin*

ABSTRACT

The main goal of this study was to exIpore the students’ view and their understanding of terrorism. In order
to achieve these objectives, the data were collected from a study conducted among (32) students from
Jordan University. The research draws on insights gained through a qualitative research method, the
methodology used to gain knowledge by providing students with a voice in the complex debates
surrounding terrorism.The methodological approach taken by the study was to conduct a semi-structured
individual interviews provided respondents the opportunities to speak about their perceptions,
understanding, definitions of terrorism.The results showed that the majority of respondents perceive
terrorist activities negatively. It was noted that all respondents were against the killing of humans for
achieving any objective. The findings of this research pointed out that we need to agree on the definitions,
it was suggested to take the issue by promoting respect forhumanity. The research suggested many
recommendations such as: the need to reach a global agreement on the definition of terrorism concept, and
competing policies also, in —depth studies on terrorism and find out the real causes are needed.
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