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Sound Pitch and Heaviness as Discussed
“Physical Phonological Study”

Adel I. Abushaar*

ABSTRACT

According to Muslim traditions, the sciences of sounds, acoustics, and phonetics are based on two great
schools. The first is the school of narration, which is founded upon the Qur’an and its sciences, and is
represented by the sciences of Qur’anic recitals, tajweed or the perfection of pronunciation, grammar,
conjugation, dictionaries and rhetoric. The second is the school of reason, which is based upon knowledge
gleaned from previous nations, and is represented by the sciences of scholastic theology, logic, philosophy,
music, and medicine. The main topics addressed in the latter school are the same topics, in their parts and
chapters, which are studied in modern phonetics. Such topics include how sound is produced and heard,
and the intensity and pitch of sound, among others. This study addresses the concepts of pitch and
heaviness of sounds as studied by the great, erudite personage, “The Second Teacher” and the supreme
Muslim philosopher, Abu Nasr Al-Farabi (339 AH or 950 CE), thus encouraging the inspection of a tiny
fraction of the sciences of this school of reason, which has not been given its rightful attention in our
modern era.
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