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The Use of Animals in the Poetry of Mahmoud Darwish
an Analytical Model for “Bed of the Stranger”

Hanan Ibrahim Al-Amaireh, Raghda Ali Zboun*

ABSTRACT

This study considers the use of animals in the poetry of Mahmoud Darwish, using the collection of
poems “Bed of the Stranger” as an analytical model. The analysis begins with studying the use of
animals in the Qur‘an and the Sunna, where an examination of the verses and sayings (‘ahadith) reveals
the role of animals in the prophetic tradition. The analysis then shows how pre-Islamic poetry employs
various animals, particularly the camel and feral cattle. The study then turns to analyze Darwish’s use of
certain animals, beginning with the birds, as well as the bathroom and the cat—noting the influences
from the ancient poetic tradition. Then, the analysis shifts to the world of the horses, which Darwish
transported from the realm of warfare to the domain of romantic love, and the joy of the beloved and the
earth. As for the gazelle, it appears in his poetry in its epic form, symbolizing a woman in movement and
in repose, in a delightfully portrayed scene which also incorporates a number of historical figures linked
with passionate love, such as Jamil Buthayna.Accordingly, the deer may depict a scene suggestive of joy,
then shifts to the singular and plural form in order to convey love scene. Al-Shaadin has also described
this pairing of the two forms - and its use on multiple levels, depending on his stylistic techniques- as a
means of uncovering the purpose behind the use of animals in modern poetry. Thus, intertextuality,
displacement, and allusion are the techniques achieved through these unfamiliar descriptions; therefore,
this study will reveal multiple implications.

Keywords: Animals, Poetry, Mahmoud Darwish, Intertextuality, Displacement.
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