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The Relationship between the United States and theUnited Nations:
A Dialecticval International Relation between Multilateral and Unilateral
Approach

Khaled H. Shnikat*

ABSTRACT

This study addresses the dialectical relationship between multilateral and unilateral actions in light of the
relationship between United Nations and US foreign policy during the administration of Bush Jr. and
Obama’s administration. In addition the study of changes in the patterns of these relationships, and the
reasons for these changes, by addressing the most important issues that the dialectical relationship
contained, including peace operations, international terrorism, the US policy toward Iran, Iraq and others.
The study tries to provide important analysis for understanding the role of the United States, in particular,
during the first and second period of Obama’s administration.

To achieve the objectives of the study, the researcher adopted a comparative approach, analytical method,
and referred to international issues and events to understand the dialectical relationship.

The most important thing the study found is that, the administration of Bush Jr. and Obama’s
administration has adopted different approaches to the strategy of multilateral and unilateral actions.
Further more the effect of the change in the US administration and public opinion in the adoption of
collective and unilateral strategy depends on the situation and circumstances associated with.

The study identified a lot of related issues and their impact on the relationship. The relationship under the
Obama’s administration is going according to, what the study called, ‘moderate collective work’. Bush Jr.
Administration followed unilateral policies, but collective work was selectively adopted after the events of
September 11. Unlike what was prevailing, Bush Jr. was supportive of the UN budget more than other US
presidents during the cold war. The administration of Bush Jr. is similar to Obama’s administration in
adopting unilateral approach policies that siding with Israel.

Keywords: U.S Foreign Policy, United Nations, Peace Operations, Obama Administration, Bush
Administration Multilateralism, Unilateralism, Disarmament.
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