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Linguistic Similarity in Arabic: A New Perspective

Jaza’a M. Almasarweh*

ABSTRACT

The study aims at extending the concept of phonological linguistic similarity from its narrow sense that
is limited to neighboring single sounds within the same word or two adjacent words to a broader sense
that may include two non-adjacent words that avail in the same sentence or text.

The study views linguistic similarity to include changes at the level of sounds, syllables, morphemes and
structure. The study views linguistic similarity to include phonological, syllabic, morphological, and
syntactic changes. This results in different types of linguistic similarity in Arabic. However, all these
types of linguistic similarity share a phonological similarity factor.

Keywords: Phonological Linguistic Similarity, Syllabic Linguistic Similarity, Morphological Linguistic
Similarity, Syntactic Linguistic Similarity.
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