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The Rights of Muslim Women after Marriage Dissolution in the Personal Status Laws
in Jordan (1921-2016): a Comparative Study

Eman Azbi Fraihat *

ABSTRACT

This article investigates the rights of Muslim women after marriage dissolution in the Personal
Status Laws in Jordan as well as the development of these laws since 1921 and up to 2016. These
laws are based on the Islamic sharia in its broadest sense, without necessarily adhering to a certain
doctrine. Five laws were passed in this period and there were many amendments and instructions
thereof. The first of these laws was the 1915 family law, which was issued at the end of the
Ottoman period. This law was followed by four other laws in 1947, 1951, 1976 and 2010
respectively. These amendments have to do with cases which permit women to ask for judicial
separation, alimony in the waiting period, arbitrary divorce compensation, incubation, child
annexation and seeing, travel with annexed child, breastfeeding and other issues that cause
suffering to women and families. These amendments were made to cope with the new emerging
social and economic developments which have a bearing on the intra-family relations, given the
continuously changing family needs. The amendments main aim has been to strike balance
between the two spouses and hence achieve social security within the family.

The article concluded that the Personal Status Laws in Jordan identified the Muslim women rights
following marriage dissolution; nevertheless, they could not detect and tackle all negative social
effects against women; poly marriage is an example in this concern. The study, therefore,
recommends to urgently and regularly re-assess these laws in a more rigorous way so that they
cope with the emerging social needs.

Keywords: Marriage Dissolution, Divorce, Judicial Separation, Waiting Period, Incubation,
Annexation, Separation By Cursing.
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