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The Rights of Muslim Women before and during Marriage in the Personal Status laws in
Jordan (1921-2016): a Historical Study

Eman Azbi Fraihat*

ABSTRACT

This study investigates the rights of Muslim women before and during marriage in the Personal
Status laws as well as their respective amendments in Jordan since 1921 up to the present time.
Five sharia-based laws were issued in this period; some of them were amended in relation to
marriage age (i.e. marriage capacity), efficiency, guardianship, dowry, expense, housing, and
marriage follow-up. These developments were done to cope with the new, emerging economic
and social relationships, to enforce more humanitarian laws in the interest of women and to strike
balance between men and women in the field of family relations.

The article arrived at the conclusion that some laws have been violated, while others do not cope
with the developments occurring in the economic and social relations- the thing which hinders the
application of more laws in the interest of women. The study, therefore, recommends the need for
the Personal Status laws to take into consideration all social and economic changes happening so
that the legislation reflect women’s de facto situation and in order to bridge any gap between this
situation and laws.
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