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German Orientalism and Infiltration in the Ottoman Empire: A Study of Functions and
Roles of the German Orientalism in the Last Quarter of the Nineteenth Century

Amjad Ahmad Alzoubi*

ABSTRACT

The expansion of the Western colonialism came at the expense of the East, and it was manifested
through the following: the construction of intellectual frameworks that confined the cultures of the
colonized nations in colonial limits, the illusion of excellence that painted a colorful image of the
West rational, objective, scientific, and wise claims which were supposed to counter those of the
East. The relationship between the colonial infiltration and Orientalism is controversial. This
relationship was largely based on the transcendent apostolic role of the German nation and its
supposedly natural right to build the nation-state and lead the world. The link between infiltration
and Orientalism emphasizes their mutual influence in the time period specified here, regardless the
positive role that orientalism played in the preservation of Arabic Islamic heritage on the one hand
and serving the German colonial ambitions. On the one hand, German Orientalism played a major
role in preserving the Arab-Islamic heritage, and on the other hand, it served German orientalist
interests and expansionist ambitions.
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