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Feminine Linguistic Elements of Jordanian Prime Minister: A Socio-Geographic Study

Haytham Hammad Althawabieh *

ABSTRACT

This study is explorative in its search for linguistic elements (phonetics, syntax, and morphology)
found in the speeches of a Jordanian female who uses certain linguistic elements based on her
culture and her appointed role in parliament. Due to the PM’s lifestyle and background; the city,
village, and uncultivated areas, she considers her geographic and social environments relevant
when it comes to creating certain linguistically terms used specifically in her speeches. The PM is
able to achieve this because of the available flexibility found in socio-geographic ligaments. In
order to come to such a conclusion, the study foretells feminine linguistic elements based on
certain studies of language and gender, and compares it to this study’s findings. The study
contains an introduction that deals with the relationship between language and culture, and the
points of views of relevant linguists. The review of related literature states the study’s problem
and significance according to previous studies. A theoretical frame is built upon sociolinguistics
and geographic linguistics along with a woman’s associated linguistic elements based on foreign
and Arabic scholars who are experts in language and gender. A pragmatic approach is then
applied to analyze the written and spoken contexts of the female Jordanian Prime minister aided
with a questionnaire that has various articles based on previous linguistic elements of other
researches. The questionnaire was given to twenty female prime ministers and based on their
answers and their speeches, the study’s most important finding is the clear difference in her
phonetical, morphological, syntactic style found in a Jordanian woman speaker, which proves that
her way of speech highly depends on her socio-geographic environment, and because of different
studies conducted on language and gender. To limit an Arab woman’s linguistic elements is
impossible due to the ever changing circumstances of language, space, and culture that flows
according to the linguistic activity of the speaker.

Keywords: Socio linguistics, Geographic linguistics, Jordanian Prime Minister, Feminine
Linguistic Elements.
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