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Alveolar sounds, a study of acoustic transitions in the light of modern phonetics

Abd AL aziz Musa Darwish Ali, Raed Fareed Najeeb tafesh *

ABSTRACT

The study dealt with what ancient phonologists described as alveolar sounds, and added the sound
“Ua" to it, because it shares minimality with them. Alveolar sounds became four now; <, L, 2
and . The study also discussed the minimality between these sounds in terms of voiced and
voiceless sounds from on one hand, and velarization and emphaticity on the other hand. The study
also observed acoustic transitions between these minimal pairs. These acoustic transitions were
phonetically matched, but without semantic change. The study confirmed that the acoustic
transitions between these phonemes aims to; facilitate utterances and achieve phonetic harmony
between the phoneme and the phonemes adjacent to it, or, it results from dialectal variation in
different language environments, or as a consequence of occasional or permanent ailments.

Keywords: alveolar; acoustic transitions; phonetically matched .
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