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The Mutual Relationship between Literature and Politics

Roa’a Haidar Al-Momani *

ABSTRACT

This research paper aims at clarifying the concept of political literature in light of the mutual
relationship between literature and politics. It consists of an introduction, two themes and a conclusion.
In the introduction, the researcher discusses two points of view pertinent to the investigated
relationship. The first one states that literature and politics are two separate worlds that have nothing
to do with each other, while the second confirms the existence of a strong relationship between
literature and politics. In the first theme, the researcher attempts to explain the concept of literature,
relying on the visions of the French existential philosopher Jan Paul Sartre and the English thinker
and critic Terry Eagleton, who had essential contributions in trying to answer the question: “What is
literature?”. In the second theme, the researcher clarifies the concept of political literature in two axes;
“literarization of politics” which discusses the impact of literature on politics, and “politicization of
literature” which tackles the impact of politics on literature. The researcher adopts the analytical
descriptive approach to describe the viewpoints of some prominent thinkers and critics who
formulated theories on the concept of literature and analyze these viewpoints and theories to arrive at
results on the concept of literature in general, in addition to some other related terms, such as:
committed literature, imaginary literature, betrayal of literature and binary of writer- reader. The
researcher also utilizes the historical analytical approach to survey some literary works that had an
impact on politics and the way how the relationship between literature and politics has developed
since the 16th century till now, in order to explore the changes brought into being by literature in
societies. The researcher arrives at a set of results, the most important of which is that political
literature is a means to shed light on the continuous conflict between the society and the political
authority, in an attempt to awaken peoples to cause the desired change in order to achieve a better life.
In addition, political literature is an attempt to make a documentation of political events and
occurrences. The research also reveals that the political authority has always persevered in interpreting
literature according to its interests, in a manner that allows it to ensure its existence implement its
political programs and strengthen its hegemony.The conclusion summarizes the research results.

Keywords: Literature; politics; political literature; relationship between literature and politics;
politicization of literature; literarization of politics.
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