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The Role of the Iranian Lobby in the Making of US Foreign Policy towards Iran: (Nuclear
Agreement 2015 Case Study)

Khaled Shnikat *

ABSTRACT

The research aims to address the influence of the Iranian lobby on signing the nuclear agreement
between Iran and the United States as the main actor in the nuclear talks, along with other Western
powers and Russia. The study also explores the dimensions of this role and the variables that affect
it and its fields, in addition to the means used by the Iranian lobby and its alliances, and the fact of
its relationship with decision-makers in the United States during the Obama administration in
particular. The study started from a basic premise that there is a link between the Iranian lobby in
the United States and the signing of the nuclear agreement on the one hand, and improving the
image of Iran in American society on the other. To achieve the objectives of the research and
answer the hypothesis, the study used the systems approach, the historical approach, the decision-
making approach, and the lobby as an actor of the US foreign policy making before and after the
nuclear negotiations. The study concluded that the Iranian lobby exerted great influence on the
American foreign policy regarding the nuclear agreement, whether during the period of preparation
for the negotiations or during the negotiations by promoting the drafts of the solution and
influencing American public opinion to change its position on Iran and negotiate with it. After the
completion of the agreement, the Iranian lobby pressure Congress to ratify it, and tried to change
public opinion in favor of supporting the agreement. Those who contributed to making the nuclear
deal from members of the Obama administration were members of the Iranian lobby, the study said.

Keywords: US foreign policy, Iran, Iranian lobby, Obama administration, negotiations,
Multilateralism, disarmament, nuclear agreement, Congress, Security Council.
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