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The impact of the Israeli support for the referendum on Kurdistan separation from Iraq on
Turkish-Israeli relations

Sahar Al Tarawneh *

ABSTRACT

Kurdistan region government in Irag, headed by Massoud Barzani, organized on July 25, 2017a
referendum for independence, ignoring calls by Iragi central government and international
community to postpone it. The referendum was held in the electoral districts of Kurdistan region,
as well as in disputed areas , in particular the oil-rich Kirkuk region.. Syria, Turkey and Iran
strongly condemned the referendum and make revenge measures. The European Union, the United
States, Russia and most of powers in the region with the exception of Israel rejected the referendum.
The study dealt with the Kurdish problem, which discussed the historical development of the
Kurdish problem in Turkey and Iraqg, and discussed the issue of the Kurdish referendum regarding
separation from Irag. The study also dealt with the Israeli support for the Kurds of Iraq since the
second half of the twentieth century and the impact on Turkish-Israeli relations.
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